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World Wat; 
spectivë imierests of 
the Soviet Union 


ditions in Central 
Europe would con- 
tinue to exisl. The 
dictum thut the Ger- 
man Question was 
nol for lhe Germans 
alone would hy no 
means have ceased F 
to hold good. One 
may well doubt 
whether all this 
would. as many 
crilics of Ihe resur- 
gence of nulion- 
slate thinking feel, 
rule out German re- 
unification. The 
Germans dre not 
what hey nal lo 
be, and kurupe luv, 
which would have 


set aside iıs exper- Protest against 28 years of the Wall 


A man wrapped In the black, red and gold German flag Iles 
acros8 the line dividing East and West Berlin at Checkpoint 
Charlle. East German guards look on. 


[Photo: AP) 


the GDR's leaders to embark on changes 
has not been one of confrontation but of 
rapprochement between the Federal Re- 
public and the GDR. 

Above all, the expectation that change 
in Eastem Europe might permit a policy 
of reunification raises the issue of whether 
the Germany reunification is intended to 
re-establish is still available in the context 
of two German states. 

Have four post-war decades of separ- 
ate development really counted for so 
little that (he situation which has since 
arisen could prompily revert to one 
state if only the ideological and power- 
political circumstances were no longer 
to apply that have so far ruled reunifica- 
tion out?. 

Germans on both sides of the border 
have become what they are today by dint 
of ã prbtess of change. JI has led. them 
away'from what they once were. 4 

ı Jn these circumstances i$ unity con- 
ceivable other than as the result of fresh 
endeavours, the consequençes of which 
cannot necessarily be foreşeen? 

` Insistencét on reunification as the sole 
yardstick and objective, of Deutschland- 
politik conceals what: really matters, 
which is, to quote Willy Brandt, “the de- 
gree of natlonal unity that is achievable. 0 

How.much that js will depend on the 
development of European relations and 
on the. Germans .{hemselves, what unity 
they need for. their, view of political and 
social ljfe and how they see themselves. 

` Qnly:then .will,we see, sooner or later,. 
whether repnificalion. really does reap-. 


e onthe dya political agenda. . . 


:Hermany Rudolph .; 
"e he Zeitung, Munich, 12 August 1989) 
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ence of tutalitarian= 
ism, would be a 
changed cone 
Yek even in 
changed Euiropê Deutschlandpolitik 
would need to retain a cautious gait, tak- 
ing each step in turn and in its European 
context. If it were to revert to nation-state 
policies in the narrower sense of the term. 
it would threaten to hamper the process 
of loosening up in Europe, or halt it. 

Yet it must foster this very process if it 
is to promote the interests of Germans on 
either side of the border. 

A mere glance at lhe present inlra-Ger- 
man siluation is sufficient to show that a 
change in Deutschlandpolitik patlern 
would be sure to have a counter-produc- 
tive effect. 

The policy deliberately pursued by all 
Bonn governments since the mid-1960s, a 
policy of taking care not to destabilise the 
GDR. may arguably have entailed un- 
deserved stability for the GDR leaders, 


`. td: :tiuch, it Were, of a hood thing. . 


“Büùt ` nothing ' would ‘consolidate the 
GDR leaders, and especially the hardli- 
ners, morè than a policy aimed straight at 
bringing about reunification. 

‘The policy that’ hias .prampted the 
change that brought pressure. 10 bear on 


man Tribnme 


and the USA in con- 
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Its aim was to make the intra-German 
situation somewhat more normal. Now so 
much that seemed immutable -is in the 
throes of change, is this policy approach 
still appropriate? 

Those who claim it is not may not be 
goining in nunıber, but they have gained in 
self-assurance, and wlıat they demand and 
envisage is plausible in ils way, 

Is Ihere nol more leeway for politics 
when the ideolugy that was to blame for 
the division of Europe is on lhe decline, 
when the power bloc that consolidated 
Ihe posi-war system that has prevailed 
since Yultu and Potsdam is growing less 
cohesive? 

Is il still necessary, as lhe raison d'être 
of the present Deutscllandpolitik, to uc- 
knowledge Ihe ideulugical and power-pul- 
itical division of {he world in order to suır- 


mount it? 
Is there nat instead an opportunity row 
u relying bos on inlet ktcing inlets bs 


persuade the UDR lu be un ıts besl belıa- 
viour and to try to come to terms with the 
Soviet Union instead in order lo free the 
GDR? 

In other words, has reunification 
become iı feasible objective once more? It 
is far from difficult to criticise to the hilt 
many of the ideas and concepts here used 
to shake the foundations of the Deutsch- 
landpolitik consensus. 

Far too frequently {hey are based on 
wishful thinking, and in many ideas na- 
tionalism of old on which history has long 
reached a crushing verdict is resurrected. 

But they must not be dismissed too 
lighlly. The mere fact that reunification 
can now be reconsidered as an immediate 
Deutschlandpolitik objective reflects the 
degree of change that would sweep the 
posi-war world of Central Europe if re- 
form in Eastern Europe succeeded . 

This emergence of Europe from the 
spell woven by cold war and ideological 
confrontation would still not make the 
Continent a political terrain in which 
everything was possible that had pre- 
viously , fou dered on pact borders ق‎ 


flience problems old and new would re- 
main, just.as historical traumas would be 
sure to survive in strength, especially the 
ones suffered by. Germany's neighbours at 
German hands during the Second 
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We want to get out, peoplé' 


` tell East Berlin regime 


کک د 
During May. June and July, about 400‏ 
East Germans are reckoned to have es-‏ 
caped to the West through Hungary to‏ 
Austrla, In June, about 140 East Ger-‏ 
mans got over or through the fortificd‏ 
walls and fences that cut the contmunist‏ 
part of Germany off from the non-conı-‏ 
munist part. About 130 East Germans‏ 
are occupying the Bonn diplomatic‏ 
mission in East Berlin. They want sale‏ 
passage to the other Germany on the‏ 
olher side of the wall, Another 200 are‏ 
sitting in in the Bonn embassy in Buda-‏ 
pest wanting the same thing. More are İn‏ 
Bonn's Prague embassy. Many of these‏ 
people arc afraid that İf they don’t act‏ 
now, the already tough restrictions on‏ 
travel will be tightened cven further and‏ 
they will never get out until they are pen-‏ 
sloners (who can go to {he west pretty‏ 
well as often as (hey like). This year‏ 
about 1,500,000 East Germans wlio are‏ 
not, -Regsioners sill be allowed to the‏ 
West to visit relatives, The stories on this‏ 
page and page 3 deal with the cash of‏ 
emigration and attempted emigration,‏ 
the causes behind it, what should be‏ 
done and how Hungary fits into the pic-‏ 

ture, 


I is sheer happenstance that the wave of 
people wanting to get out of East Ger- 
many is coinciding with the anniversary of 
the Berlin Wall, built on 13 August 1961. 

But the reminder of this anniversaty sets 
the present events in dramatic perspec- 
tive, 

Then aş now, dissatisfaction in the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic was enormous. 
The answer provided by the Wall 
amounted to a cementation of the two 
German states, a perpetuation of the divi- 
sion of Europe and a consolidation of 
post-war European frontiers at the last 
point where they were still open. ` 

Now, in ‘cûmparison, the’ ‘pressure 
brought to bear by East Germans’ wanting 
to leave and comè to the West testifies to 
shaken foundatians of power in the East. 

` It reveals that the post-wariorder, "wt 


ils ideologically’ motivated idérnakcatlûn,, 


sealed nearly.30 years ago'in Berlin, is in 
the throes of far-reaching change. 

Memories of 13 August 1961 also 
make clear the explosive force of an issue 
that is increasingly entering into the de- 

¢: that of the consequences changes ini 

ern Europe might have for Deutsch: 
landpolitik, 

Neither the SPD-FDP "Bonn coalition 
Nor its CDU/CSU-FDP successor Havé 
Pursued’ a, Deutschlandpolitik policy 
based on the shock the building: of the 
Berlin Wall was for the Germans. . 

The irrevocable nature of division,. so 
dramatically. shown .by ‘the: Wall, called 
Sut for a reappraisal. An attenıpt to çomé 
to terms with the GDR took the place of 


0 . literally been a policy of,reunifi? 
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Mihelatadî ® Amorbaoh 


The Nibelungen 
Route 


German roads will get you 


1 The Hagen Monument in 


` there - to the Odenwald Worms 
woods, for instance, where 2 Miltenberg 
ovefits In the Nibelungen 3 Odenwald 


saga, the mediaeval German 
heroic epic, are said to have 
taken place. Sagas may have 
little basis In reallty, but these 
woods about 30 miles south of 
Frankfurt could well have 
witnessed gaiety and tragedy e 0 
in days gone by. In Worms, on ال ا‎ | 
the left bank of the Rhine, | ا‎ 
people lived 5,000 years ago. 
From the 5th century AD the 
kings of Burgundy held court 
there, golhg hunting in the 
Odenwald. 

With a little Imaginatlon you 
can feel yourself taken back 
Into the past and its tales and 
exploits, Drive from Wertheim 
on the Main via Miltenberg and 
Amorbach to Michelstadt, with 
its 15th century half-timbered 
Rathaus. Cross the Rhine 

after Benshelm and take a look 
j atthe 11th to 12th century 

Hj Romanesque basillca In Worms. 


4 Michelstadt 
5 Wertheim 


DEUTSCHE ZENTRALE 


DZT FÛR TOURISMUS EV 


Beethovenstrasse 69, D-6000 Frankfurt/M. 


Visit Germany and let the 
Nibelungen Route be your 
guide. 


Austria, the EC 
and political aims 


cussion on the intermediate used the 
formula that “the reunification of Ger- 
many will take place in an overall Eu- 
ropean framework” to evade an open 
discussion on the intermediate stages 
along the way. 

The development may soon demand 
that, we make difficult decisions. At 
the moment the two German states ap- 
pear to be bogged down in their re- 
spective sets of maximum demands. 


.I am certain that we could and 
should contribute towards the process 
of democratisation in the GDR by ac- 
‘cepting a GDR which asserts its inde- 
pendence within the Warsaw Pact as 
one of the inlermediate stages. 


This also means rejecting any Ger- 
man reunification, even lf wanted by 
most people in (he GDR, as long as the 
two military alliances, the Warsaw 
Pact and Nato, continue due to the in- 
creasingly relaxed yet still persistent 
confrontation. 


As in the days of Adenauer we shall 
have to say “not yet" to German reuni- 
fication if the price is the withdrawal 
of ihe Federal Republic of Germany 
from Nalo and thus virtually from the 
European Community. 


Preparation 


This must even then apply if reunifî’- 
catiun is offered by the USSR and Fast 
Germany. The reiteration of this rejec- 
tion will be even more difficult than 
during the 1 950s. 


For this reason it is all the more inmı- 
portant to prepare citizens in both 
countries for such a situation. 


A reunified Germany cannot as- 
sume lhe role of trailblazer for the dis- 
integration of the political blocs on ils 
own and detached from ils moorings 
in East and West. 


During a transitional period we 
Germans will have to wait roefuntarily 
in two separated states and try to re- 
duce military confrontation until its 
disappears altogether. 


By then will there be any realistic 
opportunity for a reunification. 

Bonn's — unspoken — maximum de- 
mand that the GDR should pull oul of 
the Warsaw Pact in o reunification to 
be effected as soon as possible and 
then integrated into Nato is unrealis” 
tic. 1 

It sounds,toû, şggressive for both 
East and West. i, 

If we are not really.serious about 
such demands then itis high time tha 
we said so. : : 


Otherwise, we may be steamrollered 
by events which then trigger panic re” 
actions. e e 
`" The voteş fûr thé Republicans are 
already a start to such a panic reac? 
‘ton, aT ا‎ 

, We must hot make the samê mistake 

. .madg in the caşe of the influx of ethni¢ 
Germans of drifling. into. the conse- 
quences of a sutcéessful policy. without 
preparing .the pppuiation on time for 


Its implications, Renate Hellwig 


2 {Deutsches Allgemeines Sonntagsblatı 
. „ . i! <. Hamburg, Fi August 1089 
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squatting in the Federal Republic's 
mission they are jeopardising much of 
what has so far been possible, 

Allempts to arrive at an understand- 
iig with the powers that be in East Ber- 
lin must not blind us lo the reasons for 
the unfortunate situation, 

In a socialist “family” in the throes of 
change, the Eust Berlin leaders rule their 
slate with an iron rod, firmly and com” 
placently convinced that they have al- 
ways been in the right, 

What with the scarcity of goods and 
prospects, the limitations imposed on 
freedom of travel and day-to-day tutel- 
age by Party officials, reality belies this 
claim. There are reasons enough for 
turning one’s back on the “workers’ ancl 
peasants’ state.” 

The Federal Republic, by virtue of ils 
own role as it sces it, is duty bound to 
welcome all Germans who want to live 
here. ۴ 

What East Berlin propagandists call 
“intervention in domestic affairs” is for 
the West a self-evident human right to 
freedom of movement. 

That is why clashes of this kind will 
recur time and again belween the two 
German states. . 

There is probably no sure-cure solu- 
tion to the crisis, Ought we, for instance, 
to exert pressure on East Berlin to inlro- 
duce glasnost and perestroika in the 
GDR? 

Not openly, that is for sure. The old 
GDR (leaders nurse their lnager men- 
tality and are keen not lo.lose face — 
even though they have long lost it in the 
GDR. 

Bonn has made it clear that il has no in- 
terest in letting the GDR bleed lo death. It 
is indeed an ùlurming {rend when many 
able people are keen to leave the country, 
net lenst for (hose wlın despite the difficul- 
ties ire determined tu stay there. 

Ihe atniusphere of resignaliun is ın- 
tensified. The alarming vision of a petri- 
fied SED, the ruling Communist Party, 
governing a country that is, once and for 
all, mediocre and as quiet as the grave 
could so easily come true. 

If fine words of responsibility for Ger- 
many as a whole are to have any meaning, 
then Bonn must bear this risk in mind. 

Whatever happwens, what is needed 
is level-headed, persistent crisis man- 
agement with a ready ear for cases of in- 
dividual hardship. 

That too is a sense that must not be 
allowed to atrophy. Arnd Bûucker 


(Sluttgarler Nachrichten, $ August 1989) 
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Mission gates shut in bid 
to defuse refugee crisis 


numbers of Enst Germans wanting lo go 
to the West use the mission in a bid to 
make it to the Federal Republic. 

The dilemma reflects the situation in 
East Germany in an age of communist 
reform bids. These reforms are aimed at 
ending crises in the socialist states, yet 


. they.themselves are in the throes of a 


crisis. . 

Mr Gorbachov has his hands full in 
the Soviet Union. In the GDR, where 
Erich Honecker and the Brezlınev old 
guard are still in control, this stalemate 
has intensified the feeling among those 
who want to come to the West that now 
isthe time: . : . 2 

There are signs of panic in case this 
might be.the last opportunity, If Gorba- 
chov comes a cropper, many fear the 
GDR leaders may pullin the reins even 
tighter. 

Even if he were to succeed, the East 
Berlin leaders might reply by stepping 
up repression. So a fair number of 
people feel the time to go is now, while a 
few loopholes still remain. 

The Federal Republic has only limited 
opportunities of bringing influence to 
bear. The Chancellor's Office has so far 
preferred to negotiate discreet solutions 
for would-be migrants seeking refuge in 
the Federal Republic's mission in East 
Berlin or its embùssies in other East 
Bloc countries. 

This approach has proved satisfac- 
tary, but discreet crisis manigement 
grows diticul when 13U peuple crowd 
into the mission, as at present. 

The figure alone is a political issue, 
calling the practice so far, that of arrang- 
ing for wuuld-be migrants to come to the 
West after a cooling-off period, into 
question. 

Bonn had to weigh the oplions and 
has probably arrived at the most sensible 
solution. both in general terms and in re- 
lation to the people immediately af- 
fected. 

Peace and quiet must be restored if 
the option of discreet, behind-the-scenes 
activity is to be retained. 

East Germans who want to settle in 
the West must also appreciate that by 


Diplomatic moves to ease life 
for those who stay behind 


Bonn has evidently already been noti- 


'‘fied that a response of this kind is immi- 
nent, lf the East Berlin regime were to de- 
:prive its citizens of the last vestiges of a 
‘Tight that is self-evident for us, the right of 
‘freedom to travel, pressure of dissatisfac- 
‘tion would grow still higher in an East 
‘Germany where it is already rife, 


1 The key to the solution of the problem - 


is, as so often, in East Berlin, where the 
powers that be are İncreasingly isolating 
‘ihemselves from trends: in neighbouring 
socialist countries, opting for rigid isola- 
tion, much to the chagrin of the public. 
People are keen to make use of any 
loophole that seems available — until the 
‘GDR plugs it, Bonn has realised this is the 
case and is now engaged in diplomatic ap- 
„proaches to try and. negotinte easemenls 


for Germans in the GDR. .What is hap-. 


pening in Bûnn's embassy in Budapest is 
no slre-elTe. Andreas Fritenkdtter' 
` ` (Rheinische Pasi, Düsseldorf, 8 August 1989) 


Eî Germans squatting in Bonn's Bu- 
dapest embassy have forced the Bonn 
government to walk a tightrope. ,, . 
.; Bin, i6. both willing and obliged >. hy 
Basic Law, the 1949. Bonn constitution ~~ 
to help fellow-Germans who want to ,mi- 
grate to the Federal Republic — eyer if 
that means through Hungary.  , . 

Yet Bonn must also exercise diplomatle 
restraint to help ensure, that these East 
Germans do not.make themselves or, the 
relatives they have left behind Jable to 
persecution. : ی‎ 

Last but not {east, the Federal govern” 
ment must not use Hungary's policy of 
opening simply. to smuggle: out as many 
„people as possible fron the GDR.via Hun- 
ı ‘The success.of any such ‘policy would 
be shortlivéd. Sooner or latef East Berlin 
would make its borderş with fraternûl s0- 
.clalist Hunğary as airtight a8 its borders 
with thé Wdst. E 


onn's decision to close its mission in 
East Berlin temporarily may sound 


` dramatic, But il is a step aimed at defus- 


ing the situation brought about by 130 
East Germans squatting there in a bid to 
be allowed to migrate to the West — and 
to similar situations ih Prague and Buda- 
pest. 1 

The Chancellor's Office has pulled’the 
conımunication cord, but that cannot be 
a long-tërm solution. Intra-German rela- 
tions are difficult and require an oper” 
ational Bonn mission in East Berlin. 

‘The mission's role, above all its oper- 
ational role, is jeopardised wher growing 


The pivotal role 
of Hungary 


Her was the first East Bloc 
country unreservedly to accept the 
provisions of the UN convention on re- 
fugees. 

One reason was douhtless to qualify 
for aid from UN refugee funds for the 
tens of thousands of ethnic Hungarians 
who have left Rumania to escape from 
persecution by the Rumanian leader, 
Nicolae Ceausescu. 

Hungary now has a refugee problem 
of a different kind, ft has started to dis- 
mantle frontier emplacements along its 
border with Austria and many East 
Germans dare trying lu wseape 1n the 
We§lihis way. 

The elimination of physical barriers 
does not mean that the Hungarian auth- 
urities have stopped trying to prevent il- 
legal border-crossing. 

Many East Germans have been 
caught and sent back by the border pa- 
trol and have applied to Bonn's embassy 
in Budapest for assistance. 

They have had their passports 
stamped by the Hungarian authorities 
countermanding their visas and making 
it clear, on their return to the GDR, that 
they have tried to escape to the West. 

For weeks officials at the embassy in 
Budapest and the Foreign Office in 
Bonn have sought to persuade the Hun- 
garian authorities to abandon this 
procedure, which in the circumstances 
is a breach of the UN convention. 

„It is doubtful whether all GDR 
Citizens would qualify as political refu- 
gees if Hungary made any such provi- 
sion, but the UN convention ‘also bans 
forcibly sending refugees back to their 
counîries of origin if they are likely to 
face persecution there: -.° -. ê 


ر 
By endorsing GDR :visitors ivisiagtithe‏ 
rian authorities are virtually making‏ 

then liable to persecution of this kind. 

The Hungarian authorities .inltially 
responded to this accusation-by not in- 
sisting on deporting ‘GDR citizens 
whose passports had béen endorsed in 
this way, . 

Budapest then made a surprise. an- 
Nouncement that GDR citizens could 
Slay at existing refugee camps in Hun- 
Bary until their status was clarified, 
under the auspices of the UN :High 

missioner'for Refugées.' 
„ Hungary's attempt to abide by its ew 
international ' obligations . despite East 
Bloc agreements. to the contrary!will be 
followed with.interest, especially where 
lhe GDR’s.response is concerned, 

` (Der Tagesspiegel, Berlin, 4 August 1989) 


also rethink old concer ت‎ 
ish fears about the HeLa 
Federal Republic of Gema 
fuss in the Bonn coalition abou çı 
scher's policies, and the consider’ 
tions the SPD about a securily 
icy without nuclear wı : 
exaggerated? CEOS. Fle 

There are other, more tactfu| 
of cementing Bonn's links with 
ern Europe. 

Despite a certain degree 

tlon by Bonn over defence i 

commitment to Europe is firm. 1 

With an eye to 1992, it econo, 
interests in the West and he inten 
.' of cultural exchange Tepresent a sony 
basis for a stable relationship (o ok, 
Western Europeans. 

Even if a new constellation 
. develops in Europe there will 2 
emergence of the past, 

If the day ever comes when he 
Soviet empire withdraws to bekintle 
River Bug and the Eastern E; ب‎ 
nations have to be helped out of thi 
problems Europe will nevertheless no! 
be the Europe of the past. 

° The concern about a resurgeare of ۴ 
National Socialism or Wilkelminias 
ism in Germany is just as unwarranted 
as the fears of a return of Bonapariisn | 
in France last century. 

It would nonetheless be useful 
take a look at some of these spectre 
during daylight. 

Was it always correct to claim thats j 
united Germany would be too eal) 
strain for Europe, a permanent sourtt ` 
of insecurity? 

Historians from both countrit 
should hold a kind of school-knox' 
edge revision conference wilh polir 
cians and journalists to make sure iha 

iahimares from the period of the firs! 
OF WAY dû not sûstain a demonic 
image of Germany. 

The best assurance for the Brilish 
with respect to Germany would be a 
activation of the policy towards Ev 
rope in the European Community. 

They must also, albeit in a different 
sense, commit themselves firmly 
Western Europe. 

Gtinther Gillessen 
{Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung îî ' 
Deutschland, 5 Augusı 198% 
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..which goes beyond free elections in the . 
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Allied fears, British views and some 
ence towards Germany 


It might be better to raise such fears 
to the higher level of common Euro- 
pean security. 


Indeed, it would be neither benefi- 
cial for the Germans nor for the peace 
of the continent if Germans were to re- 
gain their unity as the expense of a loss 
of trust by their neighbours. 

Bonn's Deutschlandpolitik must do 
more than simply keep everything 


GDR open. 


The Federal Republic should con- 
sider whether it is not better to explain 
to everybody — including the Germans 
in the GDR ¬ that it only wants .to 
achieve German reunification on the 
basis of continued political integration 
in Western Europe. : 
Otherwise, things would continue in 
line with ‘Lord Ismay’s remark; conti- 
nued reservations on the part of Bonn's 
allies and disappointment on the part 
of the Germans about their allies. 

If Bonn can convince its allies about 
the long-term nature of its decision for 
the “West” it can expect more support 
by its allies over the German Question. 

The latter is just as much a West- 
Western affair as it is a West-Eastern 
and East-Eastern one, 


In the final analysis, Eastern Europe 
would probably also be more at ease 
with a Germany which has a lasting 
“western” stance than if Germany were 
to try and assume a leading role in Cen- 
tral Europe. 

Whether in the eyes of the West or 
the East, therefore, Bonn should com- 
bine its Deutschlandpolitik with the 
politics of the Nato alliance. 

If the Germans start regarding the 
alliance and German unity as mutually 
exclusive opposites this would have ex- 
tremely adverse foreign and domestic 
policy implications. - 

The western allies, however, must 


the GDR, even though this is of para- 
mount importance. 4 

The second step, the joining together 
of the two Germanies to form one na- 
tion-state entity would have to be made 


subject to the free.décisions. of freely .. 


elected parliament. A reunification is 
to be expected as the natural conse- 
quence of free elections. 

The third factor is decisive, to begin 
with for Germany's western neigh- 


„ bours: how will the Germans, once they 


are no longer threatened by the Soviet 
Union, shape their future — whether as 
the Federal Republic of Germany or as 
a reunified Germany? 

Firmly integrated with the West? Or 
in dreams of a no-man's land and 
“peace without arms"? Or perhaps in 
an Eastern Europe from which Mos- 
cow has withdrawn and in which the 
Germans set up their own market or 

. even economic hegemony? 

Many people in Britain fear that a 
united Germany with a population of 
75 million people and its economic ca- 
Pacity would above all pose a problenı 
for Europe's balance, even if it were to 
remain in the framework of the West- 
ern European states and especially if it 
. were to move out of this framework to 
play the role of a “third power” in Cen- 
tral Europe. Such fears may sound ab- 
surd to German ears. 

Nevertheless, they must be taken 
seriously to understand why Bonn's al- 
lies cannot simply view the German 
Question as an abstract case of the ap- 
plication of the principle of self-deter- 
mination. 1 

Germany's central location and 
economic power make the issue a prac- 
tical question of their own security. 


Wider implications of Austria’s 


power if countries lapse back into f” 
tional particularism and entrust infer?# 
tional issues to business groups and 
two superpowers. 

There is no nêutral European Com” 
munlty between East „and West becaUse 
it is too big to demand that the 
should protect Its status of neulrality- 


Austria will have to decide ~ eitbel i 


small and neutral or in he Europe : 


implica : 


Community and no longer neutral. 
perspective, however, also has 
tions for the German Question. Up 
now we have been evading the open is 
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: the originattekt 
n n he aed 
Î in all Idaçica piqahe «quote. 
EET 
ska, above your fflgress. .. ;:" 


The European Community stands at 
the crossroads in its decision on Aus- 
tria's request for membership. We, the 
members of the Community, must de- 
cide what we want. 1 
„ We, gan: phly. let: Austria join if, we . 
either drop the goal of a political unilon 
or if we demand that Austria drops its 
neutrality status. 

For Austria there is no easy way out 
of the dilemma of either committing it- 
self entirely to the westerni system and 
its defence policy obligations or remain- 
ing in thë Efla. : 7 

A European Community extended to 
become a political union, surrounded 
by a loosely Hinked Efta association, 
which for its part provides fluid boun- 
daries’to neutral states or ‘states whieh 


are becoming hëutral ii the Warsaw 0 


Pact, would represeht.the.best solution. 

for the future of Europe. ا‎ 
This is the only way of meeting. the 

challenges of an increasingly interlinked. 


Political power in Europë will:ceasë 


to be a means of controlling economic. - 


. World economy, 


bid for EC membership 


The author, Renate Hellwig, is a regular 
columnist for the Deutsches Allgemeines 


Sonntagsblatt and a CDU member of the 
Bundestag. 


: I looks as if the:appeal ofthe:Eurö- 


pean Community is growing much 
faster in the neighbouring states outside 
the Community than it is inside it. 

. Austria’s application for membership 
proves the point. It can be considered at 
the earliest after 1992, whên the Euro- 
pean internal market comes'into exist- 
ence. 

Austria İs a member of Efta, the free 
irade area to which Sweden, Norway, 
Finland, Iceland and Switzerland also 
belong, ا‎ 

Poland and Hungary, both at the be- 
ginning of their processes of reform, are 
already seeking a loose link with Efta, , 

Up to now,. Austria, Sweden and 
Switzerland previously pointed io their 
status of .neutratlly as an argument 
against accession to the European Com- 
munity; 0 


ambival 


Ak British politicians about Mikhail 

Gorbachov and they will soon start 
talking about a possible disintegration 
of the Soviet empire in Eastern Eu- 
rope. 

East Germany plays a key role in 
their conjecture. What is likely to hap- 
pen there? 

East Germany is the lock in the So- 
viet chain, Will it burst open, and if it 
does under what circumstances? 

Thë western powers could then be 
forced to lake completely new deci- 
sions. ا‎ 
The question of future developments 
in Eastern Europe and in East Ger- 
many conceals the German Question, 
on which the existence of Nato hinges. 

The Federal Republic of Germany is 
as important for Nato as the control 
over the territory of the German 
Democratic Republic (East Germany) 
for the Soviet Union. 

Nato was set up in 1949 in order to, 
in the words of its first secretary 
general, Lord Ismay, “keep the Ameri- 
cans in, the Russians out and the Ger- 
mans down," 

This famous remark sums up in a 
nutshell Europe's security problem in 
the form it assumed after the Second 
World War, : 

` The. uneasy feeling about the Ger- 

man Question would not be so great in 
ihe West were it not for the ambi- 
valence in the way other Nato states 
‘think and feel about Germany: an' ally 
they need against the Soviet Union and 
yet an ally which nevertheless worries. 
them. This ambivalence is now becom- 
ing more discernible, 

` During the recent Nato dispute over 
short-range missiles there were uider- 
lying doubts about whether the Ger- 
mans.are really welcome in the alliance 
and supporled by their allies in the 
German Question or whether they are 
merely being “used” for outside inter- 
ests. 

The British (and. other allies) had 
thetr doubts about whether the Ger- 
mans really wanted to belong to West- 
ern Europe of their own free will and 
on a long-term basis, 

This was not just passing ill-feelin 
but the manifestation of Séliled his 
torical conflicts and undigested experi- 
ences in relations between ‘Germany 
and other countries.during the first half 
of the century. 

Up to now they haye been vaulted 
and covered up ıby the East-West con- 
ict. Even thoughıhe has not budged 
over the German Question Gorbachov 
has not only robbed Nato of an enemy, 
but also taken ‘the lid off. slümbering 
conflicts in Europe. 2 

Western Europeans are now forced 
to clarify their ideas on Europe's fu- 
ture. It is not enough for Germans to 
develop ambiguous concepts such as 
0 e ey are of little use to 

Cc practical nglo- 
thlaking. lglo-Saxon way 9£ 

Whitehall realises that Bonn wants 
to kcep the “options” of “creating 
peace” open by mainitaining a noncom- 
mittal approach: The reverse side of . 
this approach, however, is its non- 
determinability and unpredictability, 

: The British want more than just de- 
mands’ by t{he Germans for thé "gself- 
determination" of ‘the inhabitants of 


This is mine, that's yours, Berlin Forelgn Minister von Rib- 
bentrop signs 1939 pact. Moscow Forelgn Minister Molo- 


(Photo: Keystone} 


The Soviet Union must no longer 
bleed; let the capitalists fight cach other! 
That was why Stalin regularly backed 
the German card (and why he did so in 
his March 1952 nate). 

He wasn't only worried about his Wext’ 
ern front in 1939. A major military con- 
flict had threatened in the East since 19.11 
shen Japan invaded China and came un- 
comfortably close to the Soviet Union. 

Since May 1939 there hid been furi- 
ous fighting between {he Soviet and 
Japanese armies on the border between 
Manchuria and Mongolia. 

Stalin was only able to concentrate 
entirely on the East once he had signed 
his pact with Hitler in the West. 

Japan suffered serious setbacks and 
had te sign a truce on 15 September 
1939, Stalin was then able to send his 
troops west into Poland. 

The Red Army invaded Poland on 17 
September — thanks to the Hitler-Stalin 
Pact. 

Many people felt at the time that the 
pact was a sensation, and certainly a 
shock. To this day many are unable to 
understood why the adversaries joined 
forces. 

They fail to appreciate that the pact 
brought Hitler both foreign and domes- 
tic advantages. 

The only domestic opposition to his 
regime that could be taken seriously, the 
old-style Prussian conservatives and the 


. Wehrmacht generals, had. persistently 


disapproved: of the' 1934 non-sggres- 
slon pact with Poland and the alienation 
from Russia it entailed. 

German right-wingers pleasurably re- 


` cailed cooperation with Russia in thë 


past, It had a Jong history, was almost 
invariably aimed at Poland afd had 
been as successful as it was ynscrupu- 
ous, 1 

Poland was first partitioned in 1772, 
then in 1793 and finally in 1795. Tsarist 
Russia and Prussia put down Polish unr 
rest on several occasions ih the 19th 
century, jointly as a rule. : '- ٤ 

Had it nöt been for Imperial Ger- 
many, the Russian Revolution might not 
‘have happened (the Bolshevik October 
:revolmiqn;, .that.. is}. .The Germans 


`. smuggled' Lenin -Into. Russla'in spring 
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Polish goose, to 
quote Haffner again, 
was itself to serve as 
the first course, But 
the impending war 
in the East threal- 
ened to extend to 
thê West. Britain, 
wooed by Hitler as a 
fellow-Germanie 
country, had been 
surprisingly uncon- 
promising since the 
German occupation 
of rump Czechoslo- 
vakia. On 31 March 
1939 it had guaran- 
teed’ the continued 
existence of the Pol- 
ish state and thereby 
made it clear to Hlit- 
ler that this was as 
far as it was pre- 
pared to let malters 
go. Hitler had to 
forestall further 
clashes in the East. 
He couldn't assassi- 
nate Stalin, so he decided first to come to 
terms wilh him, prior to destroying first 
Paland, then Russia. 

France was to be defeated and Bri- 
tains nuisance value eliminated before 
his strategic attack on the Soviet Union, 
but as long as Germany was tied up lo 
ihe wesl. it needed a secure and peace- 
ful ctern flank 

Unlike the First World War, Ger- 
many this time was not to run any risk of 
waging war on {wo fronts. 

Germany hadly needed raw materials 
for ils campaign in tlhe West. Russia 
supplied them. The later conquest of 
Russia would ensure long-term sup- 
plies, Hitler felt. 

He was initially proved right. Afler 
viclory in the West he turned his atten- 
lion to the Soviet Union, invading Rus- 
sia on 22 June 1941. 

As for Stalin's reasons, the Soviet dic- 
tator needed to gain time. “Socialism ini 
one country" — his own — was first to 
be secured. 

He felt insecure and, above all, not 
yet strong enough to wage war on Ger- 
many. Besides, the pact with Hiller 
earned him spoils without costing much 
by way of commitments. 

The Western powers, who were also 
keen to enlist Stalin's support, expected 
the Soviet Union to take part in an im- 
minent war on Germany. 

Yet they weren't even prepared to 
allow the Red.Army the right to march 
;through Poland: ی ا‎ 
: Besides, why should the Soviet Union 
fight on the side of an imperialist 
country? Let the capitalists tear them- 
selves to pieces! ا‎ ۴ 
' If he sided with the West he could ex- 
:pect to wage soon a war on Germany in 
which there would be heavy losses. The 
pact with Hiller enabled him to ride 
roughshod over weak neighbouring 
‘states with impunity. 

The Soviet Unlon stood to do nothing 
but gain and would then be able to cast 
its greater İimiportance into the balance 
;in world-affairs. 

, Stalin never lost sight of this vision. 


Even after the German debacle at Stal .. 


ingrad, between February 1943 and 


symmer 1944, he regularly made peace: 


approaches to Beriin. 


barked on the physical annihilation of 
the Polish elite and the Jews. 

On 17 September 1939 the Red 
Army marched into eastern Poland, 
which had already been occupied by the 
Wehrmacht. 

Germans and Russians jointly cel- 
ebrated the victory. Eastern Poland was 
incorporated in the Soviet Union in No- 
vember 1939 and a separate Polish state 
ceased to exisl. 

2ZUU,UDOU Pulish soldiers were treated 
by the Russians as common criminals, 
not as prisoners .of war. In spring 1940 
over 4,000 Polish officers. were mur- 
dered near Katyn. 

On 30 November 1939 Stalin in- 
vaded Finland. The Finns fought back 
but in March 1940 had to cede Carelia 
to the USSR. 

In the final phase of the Gernıan cam- 
paign in (he West, in mid-June 1940, 
Stalin annexed the Baltic states and 
took over Bessarabia and northern Bu- 
kovina from Rumania. 

Thousands of “enemies of the people” 
and “class enemies" were either de- 
ported or liquidated. 

What prompted the two dictators to 
come to terms despite their evident mu- 
tual enmity? 

"Everything 1 do is aimed against 
Russia," Hitler told an interlocutor five 
days before signing the puct with Stalin. 

Five days after ihe pact had been 
signed he told a small grvup of people 
be weld sign û pact sith Satan ls drive 
out the Devil. 

Hitler had thus not changed his 
strategic objective, to destroy the Soviet 
Uniun. What he had changed was his 
tactics. He still planned to exterminate 
“Jewish Bolshevism" and “inferinr races 
in the East.” 

If he was to wage war on the Suviet 
Union they must have ù common fron- 
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tier. One section existed in March 1939 
after the destruction of what was left of 
Czechoslovakia. 

But this marshalling area was small 
and the hatred of the Russians felt by 
local people was not sufficiently to Hit- 
ler's liking. 

He [ater enlisted the support of two 
other neighbours of Russia — Hungary 
and Rumania ~ as anti-Russian allies. 

Small wonder. They shared ideologi- 


cal ties and had territorial claims. Ru-. 


mania was keeri to régainı at least Bêdsa- 
rabid and northëêrn Bùkovina . 
` ' Poland too was intended to serve as 
what Sebastian Haffner calls a “scullion 
in carving ùp the Russian bear,” Hitlér 
offered the Polish government this role 
from autumn 1938 until March 1939. 
Poland's .land-mass was the largest 
single barrier between Germany and 
Rüssia. Poland was anti-Russian, semi- 
Fascist, anti-Semitic,! 
:If had signed a 10-year. nonraggres- 
sion. paot' wlth Nazi Germany in 1934, 
been awarded territory after the Sep- 
tember 1938 Munich: conference and 
was' promised more still — part: of the 
bountiful, Ukraine ~~ by Hitler, 8 
, Yet: Warsaw refused to:play: ball. So 
.Hitler decided to seize by.force.what he 
couldn't get by mutual agreemênt: The 
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Why both Hitler and Stalin had 
something to gain from pact 


Fifty years ago Hitler and Stalin amazed 
the world by signing a pact. How, could 
such arch-enemies possibly have joined 
forces? Michael Wolffşohn, professor of 
modern history at the Bundeswehr 
Universlty, Munlch, here explains why 
both dictators had extremely plausible 
motives. 


O": of the two devils, Stalin, is still 
alive, say thousands of demonstra- 
{ors in the Soviet Baltic republics of Es- 
ıonia, Latvia and Lithuania. 

They feel that only Hitler was exor- 
cised in the Second World War, with the 
result that they have been left suffering 
the consequences. 

‘They took to the streets to call for (he 
1938 Hitler-Stalin Pact to be declared 
null and void. 

They particularly have in mind the se- 
cret provisions by which Hitler and 
Sialin agreed to share the three Baltic 
states, independent from 1918 to 1939, 
and Poland. 

History is here patently the past that 
lives on into the present, and Fergangen- 
heitsbewaltigung, or “coming to terms 
with the past,” is part of day-to-day poli- 
ics in countries other than Germany. 

In common with others elsewhere, 
Soviet politicians long believed the best 
way lo deal with the past was to deny it. 

‘That was a mistake because lo deny 
the explosive power of the past is to fuel 
the fires of day-tn-dav palitical dispules 
and to add iluırther injuslıce to inyustice 
of old. 

Moscow has realised that this is the 
case and officially admitted. on 23 July 
1989, for the first time, that the secret 
agreements existed. What was more, 
they were to be declared null and void. 

The aim was clearly to soothe the 
heated tempers of people in the Baltic 
states. But that alone changes nothing, 
as Professor Dieter Blumenwitz aptly 
put it, writing in Die Welt on 31 July 

1989. 

Everyone is talking about the Hitler- 
Stalin Pact, but few realise that the pact 
was a parcel made up of three parts. 

The first was the non-aggression pact 
lhe two dictators signed on 23 August 
1939, having previously been con- 
sidered "arch-enemies,” 

. The second was secret provisions en” 
Yisaging a share-out of the territorial 
spoils as follows: 

® Germany was to be given a free 
hand in western and centrgl Poland and 
Lithuania. چ ا‎ 
„ ® Russia was to be give: 
n eastern Poland, ;Flnlai : 

Latvia and Bessarabia. 2 
Third, a German-Soviet frontier and 

friendship treaty was concluded on 28 
September 1939 with another sécret 
Provision by which Lithuania was to be 
awarded to the Soviet Union while Lu- 
blin and parts of Warsaw were agreed to 
form part of the German sphere of in- 
teresl, ا‎ 
‘Hitler took possession of. his share of 
the spoils by invading Poland on 1 Sep- 
tember 1939, He incorporated part of 
Poland in the Reich; these’ were areas 
Where ethnic Germans were .to settle 
and Poles were to be expelled. . 
The Poles were to be expelled to the 
territory known .as the Generalgouver- 


Hetnent,. the remainder of German-oc-. 


Cupied Poland, where the Germans em- 


This constitutional provis; 
e to enable the Federal 2 1 
. Gerınany to play a constructiy ا‎ 
the framework of the United Nat 
2 E wording was Strongly influeny, 
y the system outlined in 
the UN Charter. CBapter Me 
Admittedly, in 1949 (he aşsj 
of mililary contingenls was out of dy 
question, since the Bundeswe 
created until 1955, ن‎ r masa 
However, together with 
Basic Law provisions the el 
corporated into Article 24, paragraph 
of the Basic Law cannot be viewed 
rigid snapshot of the situation in 1949 
The decision to allow the Fı 
public of Germany to join A SYystent 
collective security was at the SBR lie 
a decision allowing the use of themes 
needed to participate in such a syle 
Itis obvious that collective semiyis 
not possible without an effective zk, 
tary potential, 
Since the Bundeswehr was created 
therefore, the authorisation of Article 24 


paragraph 2 of the Basic Law has aloe 1 


tended to the assignment of troops 
This applies to a future Urted u 

tions army on the basis of Chapter YU 

of the UN Charter as well as to 


peacekeeping forces which hat 
become an integral component of tht 
UN peacekeeping system. 


Contrary to claims by some members 
of the Bonn government and the legal 
community a constitutional amendment ! 
is unnecessary. : 

Due to the required two-thirds mm 
jority in the Bundestag and Bundesralî 
would at most have political declaraton 
character. 

If the assignment of Bundeswehr sal 
diers jg regarded as constitutionally pe 
missible this does not mean that all o 
stacles have been removed. 

An assignment on behalf of the 
United Nations additionally requires a 
clear legal regulation. 

It would make sense to fall back on vol 
unteers only for such a deployment, The 
police units of the Lãnder should nat b€ 
considered for assignements abroad. 

AII the Land police laws assume thal 
the field of activity is identical with the 
respective Land territory. 

The deployment. of Federal border 
guard units outside of the Federal Re” 
public of Germany raises tricky leg 
questions. : : 

According to Article 87, paregraph lof 
the Basic Law the primary function of he 
Federal border guard is ta protect the Dor” 
ders of the Federal Republic of German" 

The Federal Border Guard Act spe 
fied. this underyling norm. more Pf 
cisely and extended it by addlng a ™ 
ber of additional tasks of. &. f€ 
police force (above all, the protector 
objects and persons). 


There can be no objection to Assi 


ments with a police'character tO 
German’. goods and : interests 
with the approval. of the.government' 
the country concerned. . '.' 
The Federal border. guard, howe 
is not an instrument of the foreign | i 
icy activities of. the.Fedêral Republic % 
Germany. ES ا‎ 
Involvement in keeping. the peace 
tween armed conflicting parties: 
moves into a dimension.with ıa milita, 
êharacter., i .... f. celi he 
bt, thérefûre, whetbe 
resorting to .the: Federal border g7 
will allow the — in reality:honrexs 
— obstacle of Article 87a, paragraph 
of the'Basic Law tobe négotlated..: " . 
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Dr Christian Tomuschat, who wrote mw UNITED NATIONS PEACE FORCES 


| Use of German troops is 
legally conceivable 


and maintaining order if the conflicting 


parties are unable to do so themselves. 


The award of the Nobel peace prize 
to the UN peacekeeping forces in 1988 
symbolically underlined the beneficial 


influence of the “blue helmets.” 


Neutral states such as Austria and 
Switzerland are particularly keen on de- 
ploying contingents for such assign- 


ments. 1 


Sometimes it is claimed that the de- 
Ployment of peacekeeping units. is 
Chapter 


covered by a (non-existent) 
IVa of the UN Charter. 


lf the peacekeeping operations are 
not simply viewed as an automatically 
permissible deficit in terms of the speci- 


fications of Chapter VII it is fair to talk 
of a development of customary law, 
„The consent of all UN member states 
is unanimous. According to the existing 
stipulations no country can be obliged 
to assign its troops to peacekeeping 
operations against its will. 

Every assignment is carefully coordi- 
nated between the parties concerned; 
no government is expected to engage in 
political adventurism. 

As the UN peacekeeping forces do 
not have an offensive task a German 
contribution towards both the provision 
of Bundeswehr soldiers as well as the 
assignment of units of the Federal and 
Land police forces is conceivable. 

The key provision on the permissible 
assignment of the Bundeswehr is Article 
87a of the Basic Law, : 

Paragraph 2 of this provision runs as 
follows: “Apart from for defence pur- 
poses the armed forces can only be de- 
ployed insofar as this is expressly per- 
mitted by the Basic Law," 

The authors of the constitution inten- 
tionally set out to restrict the scope of 
action of the Bundeswehr. The crucial 
word in this provision is “deployed.” 

Deployment is understood to mean 
the activity of the Bundeswehr in the 
true sense as anı instrument of the power 
of state. 

This is not the case if it only affords 
technical or logistic assistance, assist- 
ance which could afforded just as effi- 
ciently by a business enterprise. 

The boundaries here are to a certain 
extent fluid. The Bundeswehr, for 
example, has often provided aircraft for 


Er OT OEE‏ و 
the ' transportatiön of peacekeeping‏ 
troops from their native’ countries to‏ 


their operat ioral area. 
This ‘transportation service was not 


this articlé for Rhelnischer Merkur/ 
Chrîst und Welt, lıolds the chair of pub- 
lic law at the faculty of jurisprudence 
and political sclence at the university of 
Bonn. He is also director of the in- 
stitute of internatlonal law. 


Te United Nations peacekeeping 

forces protect countries in many 
parts of the world against the violent 
eruption of political tension. 

This instrument of resolving conflicts 
was created in 1956. Together with the 
Israeli advance on the Sinai peninsula 
British and French troops landed in the 
Suez Canal zone after it was nation- 
alised by President Nasser, 

Today, blue-helmelted UN soldiers 
are deployed in southern Lebanon, on 
the border between Israel and Syria 
along the Golan Heights, in: Cyprus, 
along the Iraq-Iran front dine, in Angola 
and in Namibia. : 
Other parts of the world would also 
like UN. troops help secure precarious 
solutions negotiated to settle military 
confliets, 

There is no express legal basis for the 
deployment of these troops in the Char- 
ter of the United Nations, 

The principal responsibility for guar- 
anteeing world pegec and international 
security lies with the UN Security 
Council. 

The authors of the Charter envisaged 
that the Security Council should either 
make efforis to find a peaceful solution 
to conflicts (Chapter VI, Articles 33- 

38) or, pursuant to Chapter VII (Ar- 
ticles 39-51), use the means at its dispo- 
sal to take action against threats to or 
violations of peace or acts of aggression. 
The ceniral provision of the original 


concept is Article 42, according to 
which the Security Council can take the 
measures required against an aggressor 
state with the help of air, naval and land 
forces. 5 : 
Up to this very day, however, the sys 
tem designed to safeguard the general 
prohibition of the use of force laid down 
in the UN Charter has only existed on 
paper. : 

The superpowers have never been 
able’to reach HğrétëTît ùri the proce- 
dural arfangements for such assign- 
ments, without which a UN army cannot 
be created. : 

The peacekeeping measures of the 
United Nations, therefore, represent a 
kind of substitute institution. 

The modesty of the underlying objec- 
tive is above all reflected in the fact that 
the peacekeeping forces cannot be im- 
posed on any country. 

Their deployment is ‘dependent on 
the approval of the government con- 
cerned, which can also express its pref- 
erences with respect to the nationalities 
of the units involved. 

1 The UN soldiers, therefore, never ar- 
rive aş enemies or occupying forces, but 
as helpers of the country which re- 
quested their presence and its popula- 
tion. 

For this reason it is not inappropriate 
to describe the United Nations in this 
respect as a service enterprise, which 
contributes towards stabilising peace 
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١ assumed to :represent deploy‏ ا 
Name 7 _Tepreserı eployment‏ 
eh a, within the meaning of Article 87a, para-‏ 
Review graph 2 of the Basic Law,‏ ` 


No-one, however, would question the 


: fict that the use of Bundeswehr units to 
: carry out the proper task of a pèace- 
keeping force, to occupy and control a 
buffer zone by military means, repre- 
sents a deploymenit. ا ر‎ 


In accordance with the. wording of 


. Article 87a, paragraph 2 of the Basic 
0 1 E Law, therefore, an express norm of 

authorisation norm is required in such a‏ ا 
case.. a‏ 


This norm is specified. in Article 24, 


: paragraph 2 of the Basic Law, according 
to which the Federal Government can 
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sortium or of gaining in prestige, Herr 
Riedl says. “That is why, as 1 see, there 
can be no political price to pay. Al! as- 
pects must be taken into consideration, 
the profitability of tbe entire range and 
the external representation of the Ger- 
man partner.” 

Bonn's modesty where high-tech 
prestige projects such as the Airbus or 
Ariane are concerned is felt by critics to 
cost German industry international 
prestige and lucrative orders, especially 
supply contracts. 

Given the all-powerful international 
competition they acknowledge the com- 
pelling need to forge an all-European 
alliance but, as SPD Bundestag deputy 
Lothar Fischer recently pul it in a Bonn 
debate: “Why, must the French always 
do their own thing?" . : 

A Franco-German commission of ex- 
perts convened at short notice is now to 
consider how far European “com- 
munity" extends when the chips are 
down. : 

The commission is expected to subh- 
mit its findings in mid-September, Herr 
Riedl says. That seems most unlikely 
when French decision-makers will be on 
holiday until this deadline, 8 

Hans-Dieter Haniboch 
(Rheinischer Merkur/Christ und Welt, 
Bonn, 4 August 1989} 


Coantinued from page ê 


operation with the management on a 
basis of partnership prevails over the 
more militant approach to worker 
representation adopted in France or 
lialy, companies should be able to 
come to terms with European works 
councils. 

Fritz Himmelrcich of {he Confeder- 
alion ul German Employers’ Assuci- 
alions is not, in any case, expecting 
agreement to be reached in Brussels in 
the foreseeable future on European 
economic committees as propased by 
IG Metall. 


As long as there are no guidelines 
valid all over Europe he has other 
problems entirely. German industrial 
associations are worried, as they have 
been for years, about the Federal Re- 
public's future as an industrial loca- 
tion. 


“When the discussion gets round, as it 
soon will, to where European com- 
panies that have merged are to have 
their head offices," he says, “the extent 
of industrial democracy in Germany 
must not lead to companies relocating 
in Belgium, France or Spain.” 

: Thomas Gesterkamp 
(Deutsches Allgemeines Sonntagsblali, 
Hamburg, 4 August 1989) 
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Idea of Airbus production 
economies horrifies French 


year in Hamburg. For one, the French 
have been unswerving supporters of the 
Airbus since its outset 20 years ago. Re” 
gardless who held power in the Elysée 
Palace, Paris has always bëèen staunchly 
pro-Airbus. : 

Not so the Federal Republic, where 
there have been heated disputes over 
financing the five models, not to meri 
tion ideological oppositiori to the idea 
of manufacturing a European airlinêr in 
competition with Boeing and McDon- 
nell Douglas of America. 

The French have technical objections 
too. They claim — and frankly say so — 
that the Germans lack experience of 
non-military aircraft manufaclure and 
lack system capability. 

AII they have to show for themselves 
is the short-haul Dornier Do 228, seat- 
ing 19, which is a technological dwarf in 
comparison with, say, the A 340 Airbus. 

Yel Messerschmitt-Bûlkow-Blohm 
are determined to renegotiate produc- 
tion arrangements in a manner more in 
keeping with the German stake in the 
project, especially now the Airbus is in- 
creasingly proving a moneyspinner. 

MBB's supervisory board lined up 
DM380m in additional investment al 
the end of June with this aim in mind. 
DM200m will be available this year. 
That is exactly what it would cost to set 
up an initial Germaıı assembly line. 

Bonn tno secs light a1 the end of the 
tunnel uf subsidies that have kept the 
Airbus project guing. It also sees a last 
opportunity to restructure. 

Bonn state secretary Erich Riedl, 
who is responsible for Airbus affairs, 
says: "Germany holds the same financial 
stake in the Airbus consortium as 
France. So il would be no more than fair 
to set up a second assembly line in Ger- 
many in recognition of this fact. 

“Given the sales success of the Air- 
bus, I feel our attitude on this point is 
particularly justifiable." 

Unlike the French, he sees only finan- 
cial considerations. An A 320 final as- 
sembly line in Germany, he says, “is, for 
us, not a matter of prestige but first and 
foremost a matter of profitability.” 

If the expected cost savings prove un- 
realistic, says the bustling Airbus lob- 
byist, Bonn wiil waive its demand. 

It has no intention of paying a politi- 
cal price. There is no question of in- 
creasing the German stake in the con- 


leading European ad- 


pay lhe piper, I want to be able to call 
more of the tune.” 

MBB Messerschmitt-Bölkow- 
Blohm — agree. They are well aware of 
the prestige value of what is probably 
the best airliner now manufactured any- 
where in the world. 

The spate of order for the A 320 — 
750 ordered, making the A 320 an un-. 
expected moneyspinner in the Airbus 
range — has particularly galvanised 
MBB into activity. 

The Munich-based aerospace group, 
with its Airbus construction division in 
Hamburg, was quick to act. After brief 
calculations Aérospatinle of France 
were sent figures showing that $60m a 
year could be .saved if A 320 final as- 
sembly were to be transferred to .the 
Federal Republic. 

Substantial savings would result from 
making less frequent use of the super 
guppies, the jumbo transport aircraft 
that fly a complete Airbus fuselage fron 
Hamburg to Toulouse four times a 
month. 

Time and money could also be saved 
by shortening the time-span between as- 
sembly of expensive components, such 
as the engines, fitting-out and delivery 
to the customer. 

The French say there is no need for 
any such realignment, and at present 
they are backed hy Britain, for no read- 
ily apparent reason. 

The Airhus consortium, an economic 
ileresl group — grunpentent d'iniérût 
économique — without paid-up capital, 
is said by the French to be best served 
by additions to the exisling assembly 
line in Toulouse. 

Off the record, Aérospatiale officials 
admit that the German figures are ac- 
curate, but the Germans, they say, could 
hardiy have chosen a worse time to sub- 
mit them. 

MBB submitted its figures at the very 
moment the French arms group, Das- 
sault, announced the closure of a fac- 
tory in Toulouse. 

Only 300 of the 1.500 workers to be 
made redundant could be found alter- 
native jobs at Aérospatiale. 

“Our timing could hardly have been 
more unfortunate,” says a senior staff 
member of Deutsche Airbus, a wholly- 
owned MBB subsidiary. ٤ 

But there are other reasons why the 
grande nation is so strongly opposed to 
parallel production of 132 A 320s a 


, EVAC PRESENTS THE BEST SPOTS 
TOP EUROPEAN AGENCIES 
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tures the best advertising spots made by 
vertieing agencies flrst. gereened in 1988. 


flected in the contracts awarded to Ger’ 
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yet to accomplish. Their Work aş ا‎ 
pean works councillors counts The consortlum which builds Airbus ls 
normal working hours, and trayg, under increasing pressure to become 
penses are paid by tlhe employer, ا‎ commercially viable. Amerlcan aircraft 
Where European Cooperation | makers Boeing and MeDonnell Douglas 
tween staff representativeş is „: say the subsidies Airbus receives are 
cerned, IG Metall prefers to cite : unfair. Despite increasing sales, Airbus 
son or Bull rather than Gillette, does not seem any nearer viability, One 
The German union is un . way to cut costs would be to bring vari- 
French Communist and Spanish ous parts of the building operation 
cho-syndicalist members of Gi together. At present, parts are built in 
son group set up independently gig France, Britain, Spain and Germany 
trade union. and flown around Europe in purpose- 
Officials at IG Metal's head bullt transport aircraft called super 
would prefer to liaise with unions Guppies. The Germans who have a 37.9 
are geared to a relationship of yy: Per cent stake in Airbus, the same As 
partnership with the management, , the French, say that at least 60 million 
Trade unions differ widely withint, dollars a year would be saved if a second 
rope in their political orientation. fy assembly line were opened in Hamburg 
kers' rights also vary substantially, (the present one 1s in Toulouse, south 
Yet Bernhard Wurl, whose briefs France) so that the expensive transport- 
Metall's head .office is works gtion exercise could be reduced. British 
does not feel this is an insu couk, Aerospace, which is the British part of 
Siaclê Superake oj the consortium, e e Tah 
۴ don*t like the idea at all. Hans-Dieter 
e ehr „ Hamboch goes behind the scenes for 
munity countries that Ea إ‎ Rheinischer MerkurlChrist und Welt, 


with the German system, - 


system. ` ا‎ elations in the European Airbus 
le nee O Re nsortium are strained, Icy silence. 
8 2 Bes Teit, genel see’ ' and political pinpricks have predomi- 
0 0 . Germany's Dix : nated ever since the Germans made it 
based trades union confederation. known that they want to make more of 
1 It is not, he says, an issue on #hi Î rhe Airbus than'what the French occa- 
the world must necessarily follow i | çionally ridicule as “fuselages with toi- 
Germany's footsteps, but he would lke lets." . 
1 the essentials of Mitbestinrmntny Politicians may deny there is anything 
ıle German system of management Pf | qrong with relations between the part- 
ticipation, standard in the single EU pers, but insiders know better. 
pean market. If the German form of Jochen Eichen, head of public rela- 


Continued on page 7 ıions at Deutsche Airbus: “We hardly 
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W THE WORKFORCE 


Unofficial all-European works council 
aims at coordinating strategy 


The union envisages them as being 
entitled to information — and to a say in 
management — on all issues that affect 
staff interests in more than one Western 
European country. 

The economic committee would be 
entitled to-raise objections to works clo- 
sures or transfers and to the introduc- 
tion of new wotking methods and pro- 
duction techniques. 

Arrangements that might serve as a 
model already exist at two French firms, 
Thomson-Brandt and Bull. 

Thomson-Brandt are a group manu- 
facturing household equipment, with 
subsidiaries in several European coun- 
tries. 

Since ‘October 1985 they have run a 
coordinating committee and an industry 
commission to review “structural and 
industrial changes and measures by 
which the company and staff can adapt 
to technological development.” 

In March 1988 Bull, an electronics 
manufacturer, agreed with the French 
engineering unions to set up a European 
information committee on which staff 
representatives from all countries with 

Bull subsidiarles serve. 

These bodies have already achieved 
what the Gillette works councillors have 


“We emphatically cal! on the Euro- 
pean Commission and the newly- 
elected European Parliament,” Wurl 
says, “to establish a legal basis for Euro- 
pean works councils," 

. : The unions are-keen to stop national 
staff representation from being under- 
mined by a Europeanisation of manage- 
ment, as IG Metall's general secretary, 
Franz Steinkühler, puts it, 
`. He outlined this idea at an autumn 
1988 conference on the future. of the 
union, He sees European works councils 
as a counterweight to the “Europe of en- 
trepreneurs” he fears may come about, 

iG Metall is at present negotiating 
with three German companies — Volk- 
swagen. Mercedes-Benz and Bosch — 
about setting up European economic 
committees as a pilot project, 

_ These European works councils are 
either to be directly elected by staff at 
all company locations or to consist of 
members nominated by national works 
councils, 


| preet each other any more at conferen- 
The Hitler-Stalin agreement 


ces. 

There has regularly been hard bar- 
gaining, and strained relations, as each 
new model since 1960 has reiiched the 
stage ‘et which contracts have been 
awarded, 

The prestige-conscious French, who 
tell customers all over the world that {he 
Union do so? Why not states such 3 Airbus is basically a French product, 
China, india, Pakistan or Yugoslavia. have always been reluctant to let the 
Turkey, Israel, Iraq or Iran, to name Germans, in this case MBB at Finken- 
but a few? werder, Hamburg, do more than rivet 

Ought Finland not to be given back together sections of the fuselage. 
its 1939 borders? Or Rumania, for ا‎ Once the Airbus is fully assembled in 
that matter. ı Toulouse, MBB is also entrusted with 

And if the frontier ‘between Rume' , fitting it out to special customer re- 
nia and the Soviet Union is to te : Mirements. 
called into question, then so must the The late Franz Josef Strauss was a 
border between Rumania ard Hun” staunçh supporter of plans to realign 
gary. ا‎ contract agence 0 ensure that 

‘redrawn for Germany made more, and more import- 
Why must the map be ein’, !  antparts of the Airbus. 


the Baltic states and not for Polan : 
forfeited its eas territories in 1939 „ Germany held a 37.9-per-cent stake 
ed | İn the venture and this ought to be re- 


and wns compensated in the West, 8 | 
Germany’s expense. 

And if Poland's eastern border is le 
be reconsidered, then surely i$ ا‎ 
ern border, the Oder-Neisse Line ' 
mist be reconsidered too. .. i 

A partial revision is impossible, ã 
total revision out of thé qUEeStION' You 
can’t turn back the wheel of histo 
Çhaoş and bloodshed would ensué'. 

A revision need not, mean a revisi# 
of frontiers. It can — and must ~1 


That is parlly why the Russi 
minority in the Bultic takes an alam 
ing view of the future, 

Miüst they now pay the price for 
Stalin's policy of yesteryear? 

And why, if multiracial states arê 
to break up, must only the Sowiet 


man companies. 
He said shortly before his death: “If I 


tive Opposition hy its awn petard. İt 
80l what it wanted: cooperation with 
Russia against Poland. The German 
right wing set no great store by the 
democratic West. 

Hitler and Stalin merely renewed 
old ties. Hitler trod in Wilhelm II's 
footsteps, Stalin in Lenin’s. 

The demarcation of spheres of inter- 
est did not end with the 1939 Hitler- 
Stalin Pact. In October 1944 Stalin 
and Churchill rewrote the map, again 
heedless of what most European na- 
tions wanted. 


Declaring the pact null and void 
“changes nothing." Can it, then, be re- 
vised? Above all, can it be revised 
peacefully? Can the parcel be reop- 
ened? 

Probably not, as that 'would morê 
than just start a landslide. Political 
earthquakes would follow, including a 
complete redrawing of the political 
map of the world, not just the Baltic. 


„Ought the Soviet Baltic republics to 
‘Bê .gfatited mierely miore ‘autonomy or 


internal and external sovereignty? 
How is one to dq so without granting 
the Ukraine, Georgia, Uzbekistan and 
the many other Soviet nationalities 
similar concessions? 


Continued from page ë5 


1917. Wilhelm II was keen to ease the 
pressure on one or other of Germany’s 
two fronts. Lenin promised and 
needed peace with Germany. Germany 
needed peace in the East to reinforce 
1he Western front. 

.„ These ties were re-established dur- 
ing the Weimar Republic — at Rapallo 
in 1922. Literally overnight commun- 
ist Russia and anti-communist Ger- 
many joined forces against the West, 

In the years that followed, the Red 
Army and the black (i.e, illegally over- 
sized) Reichswehr cooperated closely, 
gladly and well. 

Conservative German officers and 
Soviet Communists established a part- 
nership from which they both derived 
benefit.’ Hitler first used it in the sum- 
mer of 1939, 


He did so by hoisting his conserva- 
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Ga isn't a male Giselle. It stands for 
Gillette Intersyndicale Européenne 
de Liaison, or European Inter-Union 

Gillette Liaison Group, 

The group was set up by French, Ger- 

man and Spanish trade unionists to co- 
ordinate their works councils at fac- 
tories operated by Gillette, the US razor 
blade manufacturer, all over Europe. 
_ The immediate need to liaise was felt 
in connection with weekend work, For 
two years the company has: tried to play 
off staff at its European works against 
each other on this issue, ّ 

,In Berlin and Seville, for instance, 

some af thé staff have lately had to work 
on Saturdays, 

German and Spanish Gillette workers 
agreed to do so after protracted nego- 
tiations with {he management. They ac- 
cepted a compromise for fear of losing 
jobs to staff,at the Gillelle works in An- 
necy, France, 

They then learnt that the manage- 
ment is planning to.shut down the An- 
nccy works entirely. “By working on 
Saturdays we are killing jobs there," 
says Manfred Foede of IG Metall, the 
German engineering union, in Berlin, 

Staff representatives began to confer 
at European level and to exchange in- 
formation. Since they set up Gisel early 
this year they have regularly briefed 
each other on problems: pending at indi- 
vidual works. 

In the event of industrial disputes 
they have underiaken to lend each other 
strpport. The only snag is that they have 
10 lake dùys off and pay their own travel 
expenses lo attend Gisel meetings, 

The Gillette workers have set up 
something that doesn't officially exist: 
an all-European works council. 

IG Metall would now like to legalise 
groupings of this kind, “We envisage 
economic committees that could serve 
as a precursor of European works coun- 
cils," says Bernhard Wurl of IG Metall's 
Frankfurt head office, 

The European Commission, he Says, 
submitted a preliminary draft for the 
statutes of a future European public 
limited company. "They envisaged a Eu- 
ropean works council too," he says. 

The union takes a very dim view of 
this aspect being simply ignored in the 
Present negotiations on the legal status 


of European companies in the internal 
market. : 
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Springer fights rearguard 
action against dogged foe 


whether the company paid a price which 
was five limes too high for its stake in 
Monti. 

The shareholders at the general mect- 
ing soon realised what the lawyer was 
trying to do. 

He was indirectly accusing the mana- 
ging and supervisory boards of having 
made a disguised distribution of profits 
in favour of the Springer heirs. 

The Monti group for its part had 
bought ten per cent of Springer shares 
— with a substantial mark-up in terms of 
the stock market price at the time. 

A special audit in this case was re- 
jected for technical reasons, since it did 
not relate to the business year 1988. 

Both the managing board and the 
supervisory board protested strongly 
against the insinualion. 

One thing, however, is certain: if Leo 
Kirch wants to get tongues wagging 
about Springer he will finds ways and 
means. 

The Hamburg-based Springer house 
was prepared for the frontal attack. 

An attempt by both sides to reach 
agreement was already unsuccessful on 
7 July. Both sides accused cach other of 
a lack of willingness to compromise. 

Just as Kirch insisis on more in- 
fluence on Springer, Tamm wants more 
power in the private broadcasting sta- 
tion SAT 1. 

Kirch directly and indireclly controls 
40 per cent of {he shares in SAT 1. 
whereas Springer has to make do wilh 
37 per cem. 

The result is that all decisiuns taken 
in SAT 1 are subject to the approval of 
the Leo Kirch "faction." 

Following years of a clever personnel 
policy almost all key positions in the TV 
slalion are held by Kirch supporters, 
who comply with the wishes expressed 
in Munich even without formal direc- 
tives. 

The desire of the Springer publishers 
for a bigger slice of the TV cake is not 
only based on media policy consider- 
ations, but also on economic interests. 

Up to now SAT 1 has been a loss- 
making project for Springer. 

Although Kirch has also had to fin- 
ance lasses in his shareholding capacity 
he is probably on the whole making a 
pretty good profit. 

Since SAT 1 began transmissions 
Kirch has been its main supplier of fea- 
ture films and TV series, which account 
for the lion's share of the SAT 1 pro- 
gramme. 2 : . 

Thanks to his position Kirch çan si- 
phon off profits by increasing the prices 
of his films before the profits are dis- 
tributed to the.other shareholders. 


Kirch has made it clêar to Tamm that. 


he intends-tapping this almost no-risk 
source of income to the.fullin future, 

According to Springer information, 
Kirch hasasked for DM 700m for 1,500 
films and 1,000.series hours. 


During the Springer general meeting 


Tamm complained that. Kirch is trying 
to “shed his debts” at the expense of the 
Springer shareholders. 8 

Kirch bought his dominant position 
on the film market with the help of con- 
sidêrable loans from banks, ا‎ 


Kirch's press spokeswoman, Arm-. 
gard von Burgsdorff, described 'Tamm's 


verslon,of the, situation as-"grossly mis- 
representative." . 7 - ع‎ 


She stated that Kirch offered .the: 
Springer. group half of his SAT':1 shares 


Continued on page 13. 


atmosphere suddenly 


Pi; Tamm, chairman of the mana- 
ging board of the Axel Springer 
publishing house, is a man of resolution. 

“J do not want war,” he told the Stid- 
deutsche Zeltttng, “but we may have no 
alternative." 

All the newspapers published by 
Springer, from Bild to Die Welt, had 
previously made it clear who the adres- 
see of this declaration of war is: the 
enemy is in Munich and his name is Leo 
Kirch. ٤ 

Two editors-in-chief of the yellow 
press daily Bild wrote a 46-line com- 
mentary to tell readers just what a nasty 
guy the Munich film dealer Kirch really 
is. 

Another Springer daily, the Harnbur- 
ger Abendblatt, accused Kirch of 
“*blackmail" and warned: “Leo Kirch 
wants power and money.” 

This assessmenl of the intentions of 
the powerful film dealer is not mistaken. 

Kirch has never made a secret about 
the fact that he wants both power and 
money. 

It became clear just how doggedly he 
intends fighting lo achieve his goals, 
even in a seemingly hopeless position, 
during the general meeting of the 
Springer group in July. 

Kirch, who holds 1Q per cent of the 
Springer shares and claims to control 
another 16 per cent lhrough trustees, 
has for years been demanding — in vain 
— to be given lwo seats on the supervi- 
sory board. 

Springer hus also insistently refused 
ihe regisrion oul the lh per cenl ul 
these fiduciary shares in the share regis- 
ter under the name of Kirch in order to 
prevent Kirch from obtaining a blocking 
minority. 

This is quite above board, since 
Springer shares have a restricted trans- 
ferability and the transfer is subject to 
the consent of the board of management 
and the supervisory board. 

Kirch's representalives at the meeling 
made it clear that they no are no longer 
willing to accept this refusal without a 
fight. 

The small shareholders contentedly 
listened to the one-hour report by the 
chairman of the managing board Tamm 
(Tamm: “The Axel Springer publishing 
house is a healthy, creative, expansive 
and future-orientated enterprise.”) and 
welcomed the news of a dividend of 
DM12.50. 

Many of them were already on their 
way to lunch when the lawyer Alfred 
Stiefenhofer from Munich asked to 
speak on behalf of his client Leo Kirch. 
The peaceful 
changed: . ıi. DR ESE e 

Stiefenhofer took the bull by. the 
horns and claimed that Springer's per- 


formance was not as. good as it may 


seem on paper, : ا‎ 
He cleverly demonstrated the possi- 
bilities the film dealer nevertheless has 
to impose his will upon the managing 
and supervisory boards.  - 
Following a motion by Stieferhofer 
the general meeting. agreed by.a large 
majorily.to a special audit on Springer’s 
activities in Spain and Austria. Sliefen- 
hofer had questioned the economic via- 
bility of these activities. 0 i 
Stiefenhofer also’ insisted: that the 
buying. of shares bythe Springer comr 
pany in' the Italian. publishing group 
Monti 'in-June this year should be. sub- 
‘jected to;a special audit, ` . 


This. would ' answer :the question 


board: ' Mohn’. 


Book clubs in this age of the elec- 
tronic media are no longer a growth 
area. Mohn wanted growth. So he 
bought into other book publishers, he 
bought into newspaper publishers, he 
bought into printing works and he 
hought into record- and film companies 
all over the world. 

The enormous buying power of a 
book-buying public that bought consist- 
ently through the book clubs meant that 
the firm was never short of cash lo fin- 
ance expansion. Growth was so rapid 
that it soon was pushing at its multi- 
media limits inside Germany. 

So the same policy was pursued out- 
side Germany. Now, more than two 
thirds of its turnover comes from other 
countries. The statistics show the 
strength of the foreign business: in 
books, records and radio cassettes, 78.8 
per cent of the business is in outside 
Germany. 

In the electronic media, films and 
television, outside-Germany business İs 
much smaller — a mere 40.2 per cent of 
all Bertelsmann business in .that field. 
But Bertelsmann can stand it - it com- 
prises a tiny 1.5 per cent of total tur- 
nover. 

The monster earner is music and 
video. In this field, 3 L,8 per cent of Ber- 
telsmann’s turnover {a total of 2.112 
billion marks) comes from outside Ger- 
many, It is also the fastest growing aren 
— in 1987-88, il grew by 81.6 per cent, 
mainly through the Bertelsmann Music 
Group (headquarters in New York) 
buying up RCA. 

That acquisition at a stroke put music 
and video in the vanguard of company's 
operations, up there with the hook- and 
record club section and the huge maga- 
zine firm of Gruner + Jahr, Ber= 
telsmann has 74.9 per cent of Hamburg- 
ised Girunct + Jahr with Ihe minority 
holding remaining in the hands of the 
Jahr founding family. 

The flagship of Gruner + Jahr is the 
weckly magazine Sfern which has 
weekly sales of 1.35 million. The 
women's magazine, Brigitte, has a circu- 
lation of 1.064 million copies, More 
specialised magazines such as arr, PAf 
Computerkeft and Huser have circula- 
tions of around 70,Û000. 

All Gruner + Jahr publications are 
strong on advertising. In money terms, 
more than half the publisher's turnover 


is outside Germany. Parents in America, 
Femme actuelle and Prima in France 
now have bigger circulations than Stern. 
Through Gruner + Jahr, Bertelsmann 
has interests in both (the German 
weekly news magazine) Der Spiegel and 
its stable publication, Manager Magazin 


with :24.75,per gent and 24.9 per, cent 


re§şpectively: : .. 1 
Gruner + Jahr for a long time was 
Bertelsmann's biggest profit maker. It 
has acquired the Hamburg daily.tabloid, 
Hanmtbutrger Morgenpost. 


Since 1981, Mohn has ruled 'Ber-: 


telsmann from the background — as 
head of the advisory board (as oppased 
to the management board, which is in 
charge of day-to-day affairs). But that 
does not mean his grip is any less.firm. 
One who found that out was Mohn's 
successor as head.of the group, Manfred 
Fischer, a former head of ‘Gruner. + 
Jahr's management 
quiokly sacked him. Possibly Fischer 
made. the mistake of thinking he.was, the 
only chief in the group. Mark Wûssner, 
whıo succeeded Fischer, has.avoided the 
Continued on page 14 
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Colossal, 


megalossal, 
megamegalossal 


Size seems to be the Important factor in 
the media industry. Acquisitions spread 
the empires across all sorts of communj- 
cations: books, magazines, music, vİ- 
deos, television, films. Germany's Ber- 
telsmann .has foraged around outside 
Germany and built itself up into the big- 


gest media company İn the world. Late 
last month, Time bought Warner and 


ceated Time Warner, leaving Para- 
mount and its hostile bid for Time out in 
the.cold and relegating Bertelsmann to 
second place in the media league, But 
Bertelsmann, whose tradition goes back 
into the 19th century, has not stopped 
expanding and its cash situation is, un- 
like some of its competitors, good. Dicter 
Fuchs reports for the Hamburg weekly, 
Deutsches Allgemeines Sonntagsblatt. 


hat have the German Nachtrich- 

ten-Magazin published in Ham- 
burg and the book club Circulo do 
Livero, in Sao Paulo, in common? What 
have the Bonn-based Informationsdienst 
and the Los Angeles-based Riverside 
County Publishing Company in com- 
mon? 

Nothing at all. Apart from the fact 
that all are partly or entirely owned by 
Bertelsmann, the Gütersloh, Westpha- 
lian, publisher. 

It was from here thal Bertelsmiınn, 
(Gunded in 1%35, began 1wu years ufler 
1he war onı the climb which would ınake 
il into the biggest media concern in the 
world. In 1987-88, it had 336 subsi- 
diaries, almost 42,000 employees and a 
world-wide turnover of 11.3 billion 
marks. Those, apparently, were the 
dimensions of the biggest fish in the sea. 

Apparently. But not quite. Without 
warning, Bertelsmann suddenly became 
number two. The merger between Time 
and Warner saw to that. 

But Bertelsmann has not reached its 
growth limits. In has continually grown 
in the past, especially over the past de- 
cade; and it has the wherewithal to grow 
in the future. Its headquarters has 
Stayed where it has been since, in 1835, 
Carl Bertelsmann founded it: in Güter- 
sloh. Tradition carries obligations. 

Eor more than a 100 years, Ber- 
telsmann, operating from this solicitous 
corner of Germany, produced uplifting 
Publications for an upmarket public. 
Religious books, philosophical works, 
thoughtful! hooks, in volumes thick and 


volumes thin. There Was ,.. also. a 


bogkclub but it waş a, gente] operation 


Incomparison with the giant that exists , 
toda! 


Y. 
The change, of character happened 
suddenly, in 1947. The upward turn in 


search of world peaks to conquer Was 


the result of two major factors. : 

One was a huge list of customers with 
which to open up new markets; and the 
Other was the return of Reinhard. Mohn, 
a descendant of Carl Bertelsmann, from 
3 prisoner-of-war camp in Kansss. 

Mohn says today that the future of 
lhe company was influenced far,more by 
America than any other factOr.. .. ’ :.; 

Bertelsmann book clubs spread 
Tapidly across the length and breadth of 


ermany and then across the, border, 


Now..they have: reached. 22 ‘countries 
ênd have 22 million mèêmbers. 


—— meee Ne 


° (Pm 
ICE trains to run in Switzerland as well u 
Germany). They will lose thelr pristie 
porky pink colouring once they are iı the 
painting sheds, which they wil lere mor 
white and 600kg (1,320Ib) heater. 

That is enough paint to spray 25 
cars. It will be joined by a few kilograns 
of ruby red and a dash of pink; the ICES 
livery will include a two-tone nose 
tail stripe. 

.Another distinctive feature will be 
the ICE logo, 1.28m (4ft 2in) tall, on 
both sides of the locomotive. 

Locomotives make up a mere fraction 
of the turnover of Krupp Maschinen 
technik, but they can always be sure o 
the limelight. 

The 2,500 Krupp workers in Ess: 
make all manner of useful items, ranpif 
from canning machines that hande | 
1,200 cans a minute to jumbo presses 
that press pois, pans and car fenders. ا‎ 

The Krupp workshed is the size of 1? 
football pitches; the locomotives ate 
made in an area the size of one and 1 
half football pitches. 

On the half-pitch, as it were, sparks arê 
flying, Sectional steel! is here being welded 
into shape to make up the frameworks fof 
the next set of locomotives. 

Krupp have made and exported loco 
motives for 70 years, with customers 
countries ranging from Burma to Zaire. 

But German express locomatirts 
have. always stolen the show. They h- 
cluded the world's firs 1urhle 
powered steam locomotive iM 1924. 

They included the Bundesbahn's 
steanı locomotive series,, Û¢ 
built in Essen in the 1950s, Now, 30 Jes 
later, the ICE locomatives are keeping. "P 
the tradition, Klaus Peter Kiihn 


(Rheinlsche Pos," Düsseldorl, 5 AUST 1989 


in Germany’ 


Order direct from: üš-or from . ' 


Postfach 11 042: 
D-6100.Darmstadt;’. 


Supertralns. Each 150 mph traln consisting 12 carrlages and 
will be 400 metres long and cost 44 milllon marks. o 


your regular bookseller: . '. 


1 4 
nû Mndfation 

` Federal Republlo of G 
Tel. (0 61 b1) š0 


THE GERMAN TRIBUNE 


This extra weight is due in part to 
special provisions to shield the carriage 
interior from high pressure when trains 
pass each other in tunnels, 

The Bundesbahn says the running 
costs of its 41 ICE trains will be 
DM1Om a year higher than expected — 
a DM10m higher electricity bill! 

Yet the Intercity Express will still not 
use more power than a conventional In- 
tercity train. Bundesbahn officials also 
dismiss rumours that the ICE will bé too 
heavy to reach its projected speed of 
250kph. 1 

A conventional 12-carriage train 
powered by two standard electric loco- 
motives was found to reach a top speed 
of 220kph, or 137mph. Clever-clogs en- 
gineers inferred that the ICE would fare 
nû better. 

They were comparing apples ahd 
pears, Bundesbahn officials say. The 
prototype and the ICE differ aerody- 
namically, “The ICE,” the Bundesbahn 
insists, “will travel at 250kph — and fas- 
ter,” 

The first ICES are scheduled to hit 
the rails next spring, with all 41 being 
commissioned just over a year later. 

Regular ICE services linking Ham- 
burg, Frankfurt, Stuttgart and Munich 
and Hamburg, Würzburg and Munich 
are to run from 2 June 1991, 

The ICE will travel at 250kph on a 
327km (204-mile) section of track be-. 
tween Hanover and Würzburg and a 
100km (62-mile) section between 
Mannheim and Stuttgart, 

ICE locomotives will be more power- 
ful than the prototype, with 6,500 as 
against 5,700 horse power each, 

They will have larger cabs and two 
different current collectors (to enable 


` 200,000 suppliers of 70,000 products ‘made 
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Coming: a new generation 
of high-speed trains 


project. The Bundesbahn has ordered 

82 locomotives to power 41 trains. That 

isn’t all that many. 

In the good old days of steam a run of 
several thousand .was far from uncom- 
mon. 

But it iş still a run, and to ensure the 
benefits of series production the three 
manufacturers have agreed on a divi- 
sion of labour. 

Krauss Maffei are doing the body- 
work, Thyssen-Henschel the wheels and 
axles, and Krupp the frames, using steel 
from Bochum or Rheinhausen. 

Krupp, the Essen-based consortium 
leaders, are also making and fitting out 
the cabs and doing other interior work, 
mainly in weight-saving aluminium. 

The three works are sharing final as- 
sembly. None wants to be done out of 
the spectacular sight of the star trains of 
the 1990s rolling out of its works sheds, 
And each is keen to be the first to finish 
a locomotive, 

The Bundesbahn drove a hard bar- 
gain with the three loco works and the 
carriagemakers, who also joined forces 
to complete the contract. 

Each supertrain, 400 metres long and 
consisting of two locomotives and 
twelve carriages, is to cost DM44m, 

A trio of electrical engineering firms, 
ABB, AEG and Siemens, have joined 
forces to supply the electrics. 

Their fittets are working at the loco 
works and they — their employers, that 
is — arê grossing the lion's share of the 
DMi8nı each locomotive will cost. 

The electrical conıponents are the 
most expensive, from the electronics 
that makes it possible to use small but 
powerful three-phase current motors to 
the generator brake that feeds braking 
energy back into the overhead system. 

These features have all proved their 
worth in the Intercity Experimental, 
built under Krupp supervision and com- 
missioned in 1985. 1 

But the final design will differ mar- 
kedly from the prototype, with pas- 
senger-friendly carriages that are taller, 
wider and longer. 

Passengers will also be able.to choose 
between different carriage layouts, 
piped music via headphones, sunblinds 
and keypad telephones by their seat, 

This comfort and the extra weight in 
comparison with the initial planning will 
result in higher energy consumption 
than originally estimated. 
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Find suþpliérs and products, 
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کے 
German railways plan to run services‏ 
twice as fast as by car and half the speed‏ 
of aircraft within two years, New sections‏ 
of track designed for speeds of up to‏ 
250kph (150mph) are already in use and‏ 
the first Intercity Express (ICE) locomo-‏ 
tives are due to leave the works this‏ 
autumn, Krupp are assembling 28 of the‏ 
ordered but other flrms are involved‏ 82 
In the manufacturing process, Klaus‏ 
Peter Kühn takes up the story for‏ 
Rheinishe Post, the Düsseldorf daily.‏ 


== ا‎ 
| 1 is seribbled in chalk on the 
snub nose of the unfinished steel- 
work of the locomotive that is nearest 
completion at the Krupp works. 

There are no signs of a mad rush. The 
steel shel] has been given an undercoat 
the loco workers have fittingly dubbed 
“porky pink,” but it doesn't yet even 
have axles. [t is mounted on yellow steel 
stilts, : 

Music from a transistor radio can be 
heard in the driver's cab. That's as far as 
the electrics have progressed at what 
will be the workplace of a driver and co- 
driver at speeds of 250kph (150mph). 

Two fitters are putting in the wind- 
screen. It has to be fitted absolutely 
flush with the outer skin. 

The twin-section glass fibre-re- 
inforced plastic nose is fitted just as 
carefully. One gains a clearer initial iden 
of the streamlined elegant outlines of 
the Intercity Express, 

. The front of the locomotive will con- 
sist of an aerodynamically shaped nose 
and a roomy cab. The back looks as 
though it has been cleanly sliced off, 

The carriages will later fit flush with 
the locomotive. A gap would cause air 
currents and reduce speed. So the loco- 
motive and carriages are almast a single 
unit. 

A sliding door opens with a clatter 
and the seven ICE locomotives are 
joined by an eighth. 

It arrives on a Bundesbahn low- 
loader goods waggon, nudged through 
the door by a shunting locomotive, 

It is covered in white tarpaulins with 
the Krauss Maffei logo. What, one won- 
ders, are the Munich competition doing 
here? : 

This low-loader shipment is part: of 
the sophisticated logistics needed now 
all three leading German locomotive 
manufacturers are working on the ICE 
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become markedly “Europe-moti- 
vated." Frau Baumgratz feels that the 
Erasmus programme was a tremendous 
“ray of hope" for these countries “to 
break out of the encrustation of the 
university system in their native coun- 
tries.” 

The sacred European Community 
principle of allocating maximum quo- 
tas to each member state when in 
comes to distributing funds,. has been 
the subject of growing criticism during 
recent months. 

As this quota can on no account be 
exceeded a growing number of British 
and Irish students will have to be re- 
jected in the near future because the 
number of applications in these two 
countries is particularly high. 

In Italy, on the other hand, the ratio 
is two Erasmus grants to one applicant 
student due to the comparative lack of 
interest in this member state, 

Denmark and, above all, Greece 
have also shown little. interest in the 
programme up to now. 

The “harmonious distribution o 
suhjects” laid down in the programme, 
however, has — with the exception of 
medicine and educational Lheory — 
worked out well. 

Countries which do not belong to the 
European Community, such as Swit- 
zerland and Austria, are also interested 
in participation in the exchange and 
cooperation programme. 


Keeping pace 


They huve undoubtedly realised that 
they must {ry te keep pace with di- 
veluopments in this field with an eye tu 
ihe European imMernul markcl aflur 
Iyu2, 

During recent years Professor Ul- 
rich Teichler from Kassel. heal of the 
Scientific Head Office for Vocational 
and University Research, has taken a 
closer lonk at the job prospects of ex- 
change siudenis. 

His study findings indicate thal the u 
stay abroad has helped the overwhelm- 
ing majority of exchange students get 
off to a better start to their careers. 

Although this may not be reflected 
in a better salary right from the start 
these students were able to profitably 
introduce an international dimension 
to their work at a later stage. 

In a “citizens” Europe", says Teich- 
ler, the Erasmus programme has 
proved to be a milestone. 

Thomas Veser 
{Frankfurter Rundschau, 3 August 1989) 
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Erasmus brings tertiary studies out of 
the shadow of provincial fustiness 


the president of the European Com- 
mission, Jacques Delors, of financing a 
period abroad for at least ten per cent of 
all students in the European Com- 
munity by 1992 thus seems unrealistic, 

One in three applications is already 
being rejected. This could be accoqmpa- 
nied by a.continuing. decrease in the 
average grant figure, which currently 
amounts to an annual, maximum of 
5.000 Ecu per student. 

More and more students are com- 
plaining that their grants were far too 
low. In some countries — including 
France and Italy — they claim that up to 
two thirds of their grant money was 
needed to pay for accommodation. 

Other exchange students say that it is 
virtually impossible to find a place to 
stay during shorter periods abroad. 

In many cases these students are 
forcêd to keep their rooms or flats in 
their native countries. 

Some students complain that the pre- 
paratory language courses in their home 
universities were inadequate and thal 
they were unable to follow lectures 
given in the language of their host coun- 
tries. 

Albert Raasch from lhe university of 
Saarbrücken confirmed that the univer- 
sities in the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many offer loo few courses. 

Raasch, who conducted a survey on 
this aspect, also misses an independen! 
teaching approach in langudge leaching. 

ln mc Communily cuuntrics here 
has been a proper run on the Erasmus 
programme. 

The Euro-enthusiasm of West Ger- 
man students, however, is on the wane. 
The share of West German application 
in the total number of applications fell 
ıhis year for the first time since 1987. 

“For lhe German students, who were 
once able to gather experience abroad 
with the help of the DAAD foriegn 
grants, the lure of the new has disap- 
peared," Gisela Baumgratz from the 
German Research Institute in Paris ex- 
plains. 

“The role of trailblazer in European 
awareness has in the meantime been 
taken on by France." 

Students from countries such as 
Spain and Portugal have also, in terms 
of the number of applications made, 


courses are offered. Lecturers at Passau 
University have also shown a keen in- 
terest into the exchange programme. 

During their stay in partner countries 
they have the Opportunity to familiarise 
ihemselves with other university sys- 
lems and incorporate their experiences 
in their own curriculae. 1 
, The declared objective of the “inte- 
gralional programme”, which began in 
1987 with a budget of 92.5m Ecu (one 
Ecu is worth roughly DM2), is the grad- 
ual harmonisation of study courses in 
the European Community. 

There are still considerable differen- 
ces between the various national sys- 
tens. 

The aim is to replace the latter by *in- 
tegrated transnational progranımes.” 

A supportive measure is the directive 
issued by Community's Council of Min- 
isters last year requesling all member 
states to recognise degrees and study 
certificates obtained abroad without 
reservation on a Community-wide basis. 

The officials in charge of lhe Erasmus 
scheme ure currenily extending the list 
of study courses which have yel to be 
mutually recognised. 

During {he past {wu years A lotal of 
OU udents birh parl In Mudy 
courses in European Community coun- 
tries financed by Erasmus scheme 
funds. The office responsible has al- 
ready promised 6,5(0 grants for the 

1988/89 period. 

Most applications were made by lan- 
guage students, followed hy students of 
the subjects engincering sciences, busi- 
ness management and social sciences. 

A thousand cooperation programmes 
between Community universities were 
accepted. 

Officials are already having trouble 
coping with the deluge of applications. 

As there is only likely to be a margi- 
nal increase in the budget funds for the 
scheme during the next few years (cur- 
rent level: 192m Ecu) more and more 
applications will have to be rejected. 

The Erasmus objective formulated by 


the BMW motor company has been 
sponsoring the “Spielmotor” associ- 
ation, which sustains cultural activities 
in the Alabama Hall. 

This means of obtaining funds, has ad- 
vantages.for.al! parties concerned. . 

, This at any rate is the opinion mar- 
keting expert Peter Roth takes in his 
book Kuliursponsoring. . . 4 

` Mixed financing gives loçal govern- 
ments. the possibility .to plan longer- 
term projects. . .. . e 

The. participation of public institutions 
increases .the .reputalion .of the project 
sponsored and thus benefits the company. 

Can the matching funds model: pre- 
vent a one-sided sponsorship of specta- 
cular events? . + E 

: "This system may not be so bad," says 
a smiling’ August Everding. “It: ' forces 
the state to take. part in activities it 
would never. have otherwise considered. 

E: ir! ° -' Juita Falke. 

` ' {(Rhelntseher Mrotkur/Chrlst und Weli, 
2 . ّ Bonn, 4 August 1989) 


since the beginning of the year: “match- 
ing funds." : 
Private and public funds, provided in- 
terdependently in line with the motto “If 
you give me a mark T'I give you one”, en 
' able the realisation of specific projects. 
The idea requires entrepreneurial in- 
tuition. ا‎ 
The’ Ford: motor company has con- 
tributed a substantial amount of money 
to the new Museum of Applied Artıand 
is given in .return the opportunity to 
boost its image during the exhibition 
“Bewegte Zeiten.” ۹ 
This form of mixed financing is also 
being practised at a federal level. 
In its project “Bildung und Kultur” 
the‘ Bonn Education Ministry is reputed 
to be extremely şatisfied' with the 
matching funds system,. 1: . 
.The Baden-Wirttemberg art founda- 
tion had been financing its activities for 
many years along similar lines. 
` Anothèr examplè canı be found-in Ba- 
varia. Together with the :çity of Munich 


Continued from page 10 


countries sUggest a measured degree of 
caution. 
Dieter Sauberzweig points to Italy, 


where.the gaps ii the 'ğovemment bu- . 


dget, werê ‘by arid large ‘fliled ‘with thie 
help of sponsorship money. 1 
Although (chemical) firms were able 
to improve their image “their policy has 
nat changed and the solutiorı to envi- 
ronmental problems simply.deferred:” 
Nevertheless; says  ‘Sauberzwelg, 
prejudices should ‘not prevent dialogue: 


“A discussion ': should' always be 

possible." - ا‎ ê 
Collaboration of a special kind is tak- 

ing place in Cologne. 8 


The managing director of the Co- 
logne museums, Hugo Borger, 'who 
wouid probably drive round in an ice- 
cream’ van to collect money for his mu- 
seums, and the head of the city's cultu- 
ral department, : Peter ‘Nestler, ' have 
been systematically applying a mixed 
financing model. popular in 'the’ USA 


hat connection is there between 

the town of Passau in Lower Ba- 
varia and the humanist Erasmus from 
Rotterdam? 

At first glance none at all, especially 
since Passau did not even have a univer- 
sity during the scholar’s lifetime (he 
diedin 1536). hh 

Today, just over 6,000 students use 
the converted Saint Anne monastery 
buildings on the campus. Passau 
University has (ried right from the start 
to rid itself of the reputation of provin- 
cial fustiness traditionally associated 
with Lower Bavarian universities. 

Tn the true spirit of the Dutch cosmo- 
politan Erasmus, the university direc- 
torslıip encourages its students to spend 
at least a longer period of time in a 
neighbouring European Communily 
country. 

Since June 1987 the European Com- 
munily has been financing and fostering 
ıhe mobility of academics within the 
framework of its ambitious inter- 
university exchange and cooperation 
programme. 

Il is no coincidence that the educa- 
tion experts in Brussels called their pro- 
gramme Erasmus. 

The abbreviation for “European 
Comınunily Action Scheme for the Mo- 
billy of Students" represented the start- 
ing signal for an attempt to break out of 
the ivory tower of academia. 

The idea took up the tradition of stu- 
dying abroad « hich 1rstuus helped cs- 
tahlish in the 16th century. 

Quite a few West Gerntın universities 
were initially sceptical about the new 
programme. 

Afler all, it was more convenient to 
support students who wanted to risk a 
glance over the fence on their initiative. 

Not so the university of Passau. It 
grasped the opportunity of sending, say, 
students of the specialist subject “Me- 
diterranean culture" to the countries 
they are studying. 

Passau is currently involved in 18 
Erasmus programmes in close collabor- 
ation with universities in five Com- 
munity member states, It is the leading 
German university in this respect. 

BY way of comparison, the larger 
university in Munich was not involved 
in a single programme in 1988/1989. 

Last year 82 students from Passau 
enrolled in universities in Portugal, 
Spain, France, Britain and the Nether- 
lands. At the moment 56 foreign stu- 
dents are studying at Passau. 

According io the head of Academic 


Exchange Office at Passau University, . 


Herbert Bockel,-a ‘growing number. of 
students are applying for financial sup- 
Port for their stays abroad from the 
Erasmus scheme. : 

programme enables up-and- 
coming lawyers, for example, to stay for 
a longer period at the Catholic univer- 
Slly of Oporto or students of economics 
and technical subjects to extend their 
horizons in Lisbon. : 

If their application for financial sup- 
Port is accepted the Deutscher Akade- 
mischer Austausthdienst (DAAD) in 
Bonn provides students ‘with a grant, 
Which is topped up by Erasmus funds: ° 

However, before the students pack 
their bags thèy have to undergo a period 
of subject-specific prepatation. 

During the first semester regionally 
Orientated gşeminars ’. arid : language 
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1 
Ford sponsored this 
Schult in Cologne. (Photo:Fordy 
More sponsorship funds should be 
made available for ethnology and natu’ 
ral history. The problem is that there is 
little response in the press. 
Annelie Pohlen also takes the opinion 
that the media have trouble developing 


a positive attitude to sponsored events. | 


She complains that the press prob 
ably has to run a report on the major 
cultural events, but .that feuilletons 
often ignore the smaller and lesser 
known activities. 

Yet there are examples to the con 
trary. Unusual partnerships between at 


and capital, created by the willingness ' 


to engage in discussion and the courage 
to accept what is new and not yet estab” 
lished. 

Some firms, for example, such as the 
Hamburg holding company Batig or the 
perfume company 4711 in Cologne. 
have set themselves the task of suppor 
ting young and by and large unknown 
artists. 

The latter concentrates on sponsor 
ing the latest art trends. 

Since 1980 it has awarded the “loc” 
kengasse” prize to artists “who move Dê 
yond commonly accepted ideas by 
means of their new form of expression. 

In the salesroom of his particu, 
company, which wishes to bê regarded 
as a patron, works of artist are di5 
played which “cannût be found in an 
gallery.” 0 EE 

The Lufthansa airline has als oped, 
for a difficult mode of sponsorship: 

Apart from İts financial support f0. 
prestige objects such ûs thé’ 
der Welt” in Hamburg, the “Refig" 
Painting" exhibition in Düsseldorf % 
thê “Kulturtage Ruhr” in New York O: 
Lufthansa is also showing'a growing": 
terest in the sponsorship of young aft 

Friedrich Loock, thé man who. 1 
cently took over responsibility ا‎ 
Lufthansa company for its cultural 4e 
vities announced -that' the" cops) 
would ir'future be supporting “piojeets 
with less public appeal,” 0" 

: Cultural sponsorship in. tHe Feder 
Republic of Germany is:still’in its’ 
fancy: mw. i: O OT 

` It îê uncertain who will'gain the upP®' 
hand in.the:long: run; the ‘government 
art 'orr'indüstry,." Experiences In: otir’ 

Continued on page 11 :'.' 


Sponsorship is .a controversial area. 
marble Ford car by H. A. 


unable to manage 


THE GERMAN TRIBUNE 


e‏ ا ي 


Meier or Schulte it 
is naturally more 
difficult to find a 
sponsor," says the 
director of the Ba- 
varian state 
theatre, August 
Everding, “than if 
your name is Virgil 
or Horace." (Virgil 
and Horace were 
generously pa- 
tronised by Maece- 
nas, a close friend 
and adviser to Em- 


peror Augustus, 
The “father of all 
patrons of the 
arts", however, did 
not act all that un- 
selfishly. As the 
emperor's senior 
head of police 
Gaius Ciinius % 2 


Maecenas was able a 
to censor literature 
and make sure that 
it conformed with 
policies.) 

Everding is worried that the cultural 
involvement of industry could, in the 
long term, encourage local governments 
to withdraw from cultural financing and 
send directors and theatre-managers in 
search of sponsors. 

Dieter Sauberzweig, head of the Ger 
man’ Institute of Urban Studies in Ber- 
lin, feels that this is a particular danger 
in the poorer districts: 

“The heads of the cultural depart- 
ments of the local authorities would 
then be obliged to an increasing extent 
to raise the money themselves.” 

Financial backing by industry is 
rarely given on a long-term basis, but 
tends to be tied to specific projects. 

Consequently, there is little or no 
scope for any saving for a rainy day. 

What happens, however, when indus- 
try is hit by a difficult period and the 
money stops rolling in? 

Only long-term public financing en- 
sures the survival of the “culture indus- 
try”. Sponsors are only good for an ad- 
ditional injection of fresh funds, 

Martin Neuffer from the Private In- 
itiative for Art emphasises that private 
monty is mainly allocated “for rep- 
resentative purposes.” 2 

Male-voice choirs and provincial 
theatres, therefore, are still rellant on 
regular financial support from the local 
authorities, '.' ES : 

Museums are also 
with sponsorship funds alone, even 
when the economy is doing well. 

Alheidis von Rohr from the Histori- 
sches Museum in Hanover complains 
that sponsors finance exhibitions but 
rarely contribute towards maintenance 
costs, > : 

“No-one pays for the personnel,” she 
says. ا‎ 

She would like to see sponsors: alsÖ 
Pay for stockrooms, restorations or so- 
cial benefits, ا‎ 

During this year's. congress of the 


the emperor's 


German Museum Association in Frank- 


furt Allheidis von Rohr said that the 
terms of lending out loan objects should. 
be examined closely... - ا‎ 

As a rule, museums have.to pay fr: 


the insurance and restorations of the 


items themselves. 


Last year, for example, Jürgen Flimm 
and the Thalia theatre in Hamburg 
turned down sponsoring funds offered 
by the MBB arms manufacturing group. 

A majority in the theatres manage- 
ment and in the ensemble felt that the 
association of this company with arms 
production is incompatible with the 
theatre's moral standards. 

Some actors feared that the theatre 
would become dependent on the spon- 
soring company and were reputed tû 
have been willing to do without their 
fees if the decision had gone the other 
way. 

Bogomir Ecker, an artist who lives in 
Düsseldorf, has very much the same 
fears and announces: “I sponsor my- 
self.” : 

Although the sculptor has nothing 
against classic patronage he has no in- 
tenlion of becoming a walking advertis- 
ing column. 

“The names of the artists become 
smaller and smaller, the names of the 
firms bigger and bigger,” he claims, 

In the sports branch. — whether in 
football, tennis or skiing — stadium ad- 
vertising and company names or logos 
on sports clothing is common practice, 

Michael Schöneich warns against a 
similar development in the arts. In his 
opinion “the freedom of the sports has 
long since been lost.” 

Annelie Pohlen, the secretary of the 
Bonn Arts Association, is also sceptical, 

Collaboration with a local firm. fell 
through at an early stage. 

"Most firms are still a bit wary of up- 
and-coming art,” Frau Pohlen com- 
plains. 

Cultural sponsoring would only seem 
to work in fields where the artists or the 
cultural category are firmly established; 


newcomers and artists who are not so 
well known have greater difficulty find- 
ing sponsors, 

This touches on a sore point, ‘the 
weak point in the relationship between 
art and commercial interests, 

Many. critics complain that com- 
panies only sponsor representative and 
spectacular activities, in particular 
operas, concerts and big exhibitions, 

American Express sponsored the 
“Europa-Amerika” exhibition in Co- 
loğne, Olivetti.the exhibition.“Das Glas: 
der Cãsaren", and Philips the Bonn 
opera house. 

There are numerous other examples’ 
ranging from the : Schleswig-Holstein 
music festival to Bavaria’s Prinzregen- 
tentheater. : 

Most of the sponsored cultural events 
attract attention and draw’ in .the 
crowds, thus easily fulfilling the require- 
ments which Uli Kostenbader, who is 
responsible for cultural sponsoring in 
the Daimler-Benz company, formulates 
as follows: “We want to reward achjeve- 
ment.” 

The Stuttgart-based group, which de- 
seribes itself as a “patron of quality”, 
provides funds for cultural institutions 
and events of regional, national and.in- 
ternational repute, such as the Würt--. 
temberg state theatre or the German . 
Youth Orchestra. “If your name is 
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Wi THE ARTS 


Plenty of sponsors, but altruism 
is a disappearing quality 


So dancer — target group: intellec- 
tuals in all age-groups, especially 
audiences younger than forty; image 
dimensions; aesthetics, progress, origin- 

ality,” ٣ 

This is the wording of a “profile” of a 
Latin American dancing wonder, whose 
skills are praised in a circular put out by 
a Berlin sponsoring agency. 

The addressees Ööf the Time Code 
agency are firms interested in polishing 
up their corporate image by sponsoring 
cultural projects. 1 

The agency views itself as an “inde- 
pendent and qualified mediator" be- 
tween culture and industry. 

This new variant of marketing consul- 
tancy reflects a trend towards private 
support for cullural events, “cultural 
sponsoring.” 

In the USA private industry has al- 
ways financed the not always only fine 
urts; public funds only account for 
roughly ten per cent of the total figure. 

` The situation is, or at least has been 

up to now, different İn the Federal Re- 
public of. Germany, where the promo- 
tion of culture is a matter for central, re- 
gional and local government. 

As Michael Schöneich from the 
Standing Conference of German Mu- 
nicipa! Authorities explained, however, 
local governments accounted for over 
half of the approximately DM8.5m 
spent on culture by the Federal, Land 
and local governments in 1988, 

Last year German industry only’ in- 
vested about DM250m in the promo- 
tion of cultural activities, 

Nevertheless, non-governmental sup- 
port for the arts does have a long tradi- 
tion in Germany. 

Private donors and foundations have 
been part of the cultural landscape for 
many years. 

Names such as Kurt A. Körber and 
Alfred C. Toepfer represent the classic 
type of the patron of the arts: the selfless 
patron who awards prizes and grants 
without thinking about the immediate 
benefit for his own person or for his 
company. 

This kind of altruistic sponsor, how- 
ever, who likes to do good without talk- 
ing about it publicly, is increasingly be- 
coming a rarity, 

At a tiûe when industrial products 
seem more and more alike companies 
look for new ways of promoting a dis- 
tinctive product image. 

Many businesses have discovered 
culture as a marketing instrument; Part. 
pour Part — the:idea of art aş an endin 
itself, which was publicly formulated for 
the first time by the French philosopher 
Victor Cousin in 1818 — appears to be 
hopelessly outdated: 
` According to a study by the Munich- 
based Ifo Institute about 40 per cent of 
all German firms currently sponsor cul~ 
tural events, 3 

The most frequent motive is the culti- 
vation of the corporate image, closely 
followed by the aspect of canvassin 
customers. 

At the’ Lufthansa airline company 
cultural sponsoring. is primarily in- 
tended as a means of.employee motiva- 
tion. DT 0 

The company is convinced that “an 
internal dialogue is the prerequisite for 
successful joh involvement.” : 

This philosophy is not always popu-‏ ا 
ar. .. E‏ 
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Continued from page 12 


suddenly die and their organs be suit- 
able for use in transplant surgery. 


To donate or not to danate. The deci- 
sion can be extremely difficult, with 
much heartsearching and heartache, if 
the potential donor has not made his 
views absolutely clear beforehand. 


Many people are worried that once 
they have committed themselves as 
organ donors, doctors might be tempted 
to sign a death certificate prematurely, 
as it were. 

Professor Pichlmayr said everything 
must be done to save a potential organ 
donor's life. Once all efforts have failed 
the donor must be certified dead before 
an organ is removed. 


“No matter how urgently a recipient 
needs a transplant,” he told the Heidel- 
berg seminar, “there must be no excep- 
tion to these two golden rules.” 


Yet most people are aware of the un- 
nerving concept of brain death. These 
are cases in which the patient's entire 
brain is damaged beyond repair but his 
body is still functioning. 

Professor Klaus Roosen of Oiessen 
University said brain death meant the 
death of the individual in medical, legal 
and theological terms. 


Modern intensive care and mechan- 
ical respiration were nlone able to posl- 
pone the death of other organs by be- 
tween n few hours and a fw days. 


According lo the 1986 revised gui- 
delines ofthe Federul Medical Chamber 
an brain death diagnosis, lhe diagnosis 
must comprise three slags. 

All brain functions nyusl he shown 1u 
have ceased. This condition must also 
be shown (o be final and irrevvcable, 

This must he certified separately by 
two doctors, one of whom must have 
long experience of intensive care of pa- 
tients with serious brain damage. 


If an organ transplant is envisaged, 
both certifying doctors must have noth- 
ing whatever to do with the transplant 
surgeons and their associates. 


Professor Roosen outlined case his- 
tories (o show how important İt was to 
be “frank, earnesl and truthful" in car- 
ing for the next of kin. 

Next of kin who felt confident in lhe 
doctors in charge of the case were like- 
lier to agree to an organ donation. [n be- 
tween 8Û and 90 per cent of the cases he 
treated they did so, he said. 


That ought not to be (he end of the 
matter. It would help the nearest and 
dearest to get over the shock if they 
were to be told ii person by the doctor 
in charge of the case that the organ 
transplant had been a success. 

' It was comforting to feel that an 
organ donated by one's nearest and dea- 
rest had saved another. patient's life — 
ûr at least made the patient's life more 
normal and Worth living: : 
SS ‘Rolf H. Simenldf 
(General-Anzeiger, Bonn, 5 August 1989) 


Wl ENERGY 


Solar-cell plant to isolate 
hydrogen from water 


and reached the stage where it is techni- 
cally trouble-free. 

The second is that they igriore the fol- 
low-up cost of oil and nuclear power. 
Power utilities won't have to foot the 
bill for the greenhouse effect or a nu- 
clear accident. 

Yet the operator, SWB, short for 
Solar Hydrogen Bavaria (German in- 
itials, of course), a company owned by 
the firms associated with the project, is 
keen to dispel exaggerated expectations. 

*Solar hydrogen technology is an op- 
tion," says energy engineer Martin 
Fuchs, “but we can't tell whether it will 
be a major success.” 

SWB's role is not to launch the tech- 
nology but to gain initial experience of 
it. Solar hydrogen might then establish 
itself here and there some time next cen- 
tury, Fuchs says, sounding a note of dis- 
tinctly guarded optimism, 

Is he serious? Or is Bayernwerk 
merely selling an ecological line tlıal is 
intended to please anti-nuclear cam- 
paigners? 

It may be window-dressing in part, 
hut not entirely, given that Bayernwerk 
has clear and specific interests t0 pur- 
sue. 

“We must du uverything possible to 
ensure that we have the technology ut 
the ready should we need it," Herr 
Fuchs says. 

What he means is that solar hydrogen 
may nul come inn its own in lhe 

Federal Republic, bul if it docs, then 
Bayernwerk aims to profit from it. 

Bavarian Greens suspect the utility of 
an entirely different motive. They see 
the project nat as a stepping stone to a 
greùt leap forward but as û convert at- 
tempt to improve Bayernwerk's earn- 
ings from its nuclear power stations. 

Bayernwerk isn't the least interested in 
solar energy as such, they argue. What the 
utility wants is lo use surplus nuclear 
power to produce hydrogen in the J 990s. 

“The solar part of the project isn't 
serious," surmises the Greens’ energy 
expert Rudi Ammansberger. 

“All that is seriously intended is re- 
search into hydrogen technology and 
the storage of surplus electric power 
generated by nuclear power slalions.” 

The utility is nol prepared to rule out 
this possible linkage of atomic energy 
and hydrogen, but it is said not, by any 
means, to be the sole consideration. 

The link might be forged, Herr Fuchs 
says, but only in “entirely hypothetical 
circumstances." Such as if oil were 
banned on account of the climate prob- 
lems itcaused. . ’- 

` “Inexpensive hydrogen would then be 
needed, and to begin with'it will clearly 
be less expensive to produce by means of 
atomic energy," he says. Felix Berth 

(Deutsches Allgemelnes Sointagsblatt, 
Hamburg, 4 August 1989) 


Not, however, in cooperation ‘with 
Kirch. According to. Tamm “making 
concessions to Kirch means submission. 
But we don't want to be eaten up and we 
don’t want an army of occupation here.” 


The power strugglé is likely to con- 
tinue. During the four-year fight to de- 
cide who inherlts the Springer empire 
there have: been ‘numerous and coni- 
pletely surprising about-turns. 1 

' ° Marie-Luise Hauch-Fleck 
(Die Ze, HamHurg.4 August-1989) 


Springer fight | 


at a price of DM250m: *A sale of SAT 1 
is not under discussion.” . " : 
From Kirch's point of view selling 
SAT 1 would make no sensg at all. . 
` The background to his fight for more 
influence on Springer is lıis'dream of an 
interlocking publishiig-TV ngtwork, 
Tamm is also fascinated'by the idea. 


neither the shortage of oil, the radioac- 
tivity of atomic energy and the climate 
catastrophe that threatens to result 
from burning fossil fuels. 

Expense is the practical drawback. A 
solar panel sufficient to power a kitchen 
stove costs DM10,000. Seventy of these 
panels with a capacity of 300 kilowatts 
are arranged on a slope near Neunburg. 

Then there is the electrolysis plant, 
the hydrogen pipelines and storage 
tanks, a variety of combustion units and 
the filling station for an experimental 
car that runs on hydrogen instead of 
conventional motor fuel. 

‘The project will cost DM70m, half 
met by research grants from the Federal 
and Bavarian governments, half shared 
by Bayernwerk, Siemens, MBB, Linde 
and BMW. 

At present cost comparison with other 

forms of energy is still most depressing: 
© One kilowalt of electric power gener- 
ated from solar cells at Neunburg will 
cost about two marks, as against 20 
pfennigs by conventional means. 
© Harnessing solar power to produce 
hydrogen costs a further 50 pfennigs to 
a mark per kilowatt-hour, making solar 
hydrogen far more expensive than, say, 
conventional heating oil. 

But these figures disregard lwo fac- 
tors. The first is thal solar cells and elec- 
ırolysis units seem sure to cost much 
less in the decades ahead. 

Neither hits yet heen Tully reseirched 


‘eunburg vorrm Wald is a small town 
Nî the rural district of Schwandorf. 
Here in north-eastern Bavaria the pub- 
lic hearing on planning permission for 
the controversial nuclear fuel process- 
ing plant in nearby Wackersdorf was 
held a year ago. 

The Wackersdorf site is only a few 
miles away. The “No to Wackersdorfl" 
posters are still flyposted on hayricks, 
but they now belong to the past. 

The future is what matters: a solar 
power future in the wake of what, since 
the Wackersdorf project was axed by 
the Bonn government, must now be seen 
as a nuclear past. 

Bayernwerk, the local power utility, 
has been engaged in planning and con- 
struction work on its solar hydrogen 
project here for three years. 

When the solar power unit goes on 
tine in January it will be a world pre- 
miere, a first step from the rêesearch lab 
to practical power generation. 

Tt will be the acid test of an alterna- 
tive energy concept for the next millen- 
nium, not just the next century. 

Solar cells will generate power that is 
not just fed straight into the grid; in- 
stead, il will operate an electrolysis unit, 

The unit will convert pure water, HO, 
inlo its components: hydrogen and oxygên. 

The hydrogen will then be tapped as 
an ideal energy storage medium. It can 
be stored and reconverted at very little 
cost into heating, propulsion or plain 
electric power. 

What makes the concept so fascinating 
is the virtually unlimited availability of the 
basic ingredients solar power and water. 

At no stage in the cycle are harmful 
substances produced, The only Dy-pro- 
ductof hydrogen combustion is water. 

So in theory it is an unlimited, envi- 
ronment-friendly cycle accompanied hy 


Brockhaus , 


Meteorological stations 
all over the world 


supplied (he data arranged in see-at-a-glance tables in these new reference 
works. They include details of air and water temperature, precipitation, 
humidity, sunshine, physical stress of climate, wind conditions and frequency 

of thunderstorms. 
These figures compiled over the ye pars are, invaluable both for. pJinriing Journeys 
“ tO distant countrles and for scienlifîé research. 5 
Basic facts and figures for every country in the world form a preface to the 
tables. The emphasis is on the çountry’s nalural statistics, on climate, 
population, trade and transpart. . 


The guides are handy in size and flexibly bound, indispensable for daily use in 
9 commerce, industry and the travel (rade. 1 


Four volumes are available: 


North and South America. |172 pp., DM 24.40; 
Asla/ Australla, 240 pp., DM 24.80; 
Afrlea, 130 pp., DM 24.80; 1 
Europe/USSR, 240 pp.. DM 24.80 


. £ 2 1 
Look it up in ٠ 
F. A. Brockhaus, Postfach 1709; D-6200 Wiesbaden ! Ê 
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cent of kidney patients caı helped 
this way. be . 

In order to protect the oth 
cent, Professor Meuer told E 
gress, they were given a dose of ile." 
leukin, an immune response 
enger" substance, before being vaeg 
nated against hepatitis. 

Eight out of 10 patients 
veloped antibodies ت د‎ : 
Only one out of eight other patients «ly 
were not given this prior 1renlmeny | 
showed signs of antibodies after veti | 
nation. 

Another technique outlined in Berin 
is most ingenious in making use olk 
thymus’s learning potential to Preven 
transplant rejection. 

Professor Boehmer said it avoik! 
the disadvantages of the drugs current 
used to suppress immune response ani 
rejection of a transplanted organ. 

Drugs block not only antibdies 
aimed at the transplanted organ They 
also sideline defender cells agin 
other alien substances such AS gerMS û 
allergens. 

As a result, transplant patients are 
susceptible — and exposed almost nilk- 
out protection — to a plethora of ail 
ments, 

Deliberate manipulation in respect ol 
the antibodies concerned is said now o 
make this risk unnecessary. . 

The body activates its defences ° 
against the transplant after every oper- 
ation of this kind. Defender cells in the 
thymus are notified that something i 
there that wasn't there before ~ and 
must thus be alien, 

The latest experiments involve filter 
ing out of the blood all antibodies de 
signed to attack the imruder, in this cas! 
the transplant. 

There is then no defender cell left in 
the body that has been briefed on lhe 
presence of the transplant, and the RY” 
mus is unable to breed fresh antibodits 
to fight it. 

It too can only learn from reports f 
ceived from immune cells that some 
thing alien has intruded. 

Once all the transplant antibodies 
have been eliminated, the immune SJ 
tem accepts the alien organ as its on 
and no longer rejects it. 

Dieter Dietrich 
(Ilkınnoversche Allgemeine, 4 AuguS 198, 


THE GERMAN TRIBUNE 


س ج ی ی ی 


12 


Wi MEDICINE 


Explosion of knowledge about how 
body’s immune system works 


gies, rheumatic inflammation and im- 
mune complaints of all kinds, including 
both congenital and acquired condi- 
tions (such as Aids). 

No forecasts were made in Berlin as 
to when a vaccine might be developed 
to deal with HIV, the Aids virus. But the 
congress was briefed on a project that 
has come up with a favourable answer 
on an important preliminary aspect. 

_It is whether and, if so, how a patient 
whose immuhe systém is weakened can 
be helped by vaccination. 

Research scientists led by Professor 
Bernard Moss of Bethesda, Maryland, 
vaccinated laboratory mice with weak- 
ened immune systems. 

They were given a dose of vaccinia, a 
virus that used to be used for smallpox 
jabs. It is a virus to which cell material 
can be added by means of genetic engin- 
eering. 

The admixtures could, for instance, 
be the Aids virus or its antigens. A vac- 
cine for treating HIV might be de- 
veloped as a result. 

Professor Moss and his associates 
first carried out experiments in which 
immune-stimulating substances were 
grafted on to the vaccine virus. To their 
surprise the mice were soon capabie of 
immune responses again. 

In human terms this treatment might 
succeed in preventing any further in- 
crease in the number of HIV germs in 
the weakened body of an Aids patient. 

In Heidelberg Professor Stefan 
Meuer and his associates have sought in 
much the same way a means of protect- 
ing kidney patients who have to undergo 
regular dialysis from infection in 
general and hepatitis B in particular. 

Kidney patients generally have weak- 
ened immune systems, so they are par- 
ticularly susceptible to infectious he- 
patitis and the further risk of cirrhosis 
and cancer of the liver. 

Since vaccination presupposes an in- 
tact immune system, only about 50 per 


i E E BR RI 
ل‎ 
The second way in which the immune 
system learns as it goes along is con- 
nected with the shape that immune cells 
take in order to fight antigens. 

There are billions of antigens in us 
and in our surroundings. They can only 
be kept at bay if an antibody fits the 
antigen like a key fits a lock. 

The composition of defender cells is, 
like that of all body substances, con- 
trolled by genetic material. 

So immunologists assumed there 
must be billions of genes to counteract 
all the antigens they encounter in the 
course of a lifetime. 

Suzumu Tonegawa, one of five Nobel 
laureates who attended the Berlin con- 
gress, discovered in the mid-1970s that 
defender cells were based on a mere 
three different genetic repertoires. 

This is perhaps best understood as 
though the end-products consisted of 
parts taken from three building block 
kits. 

In this way, by combining a mere 
handful of genes, the immune system is 
able to devise a virtually unlimited num- 
ber of permutations. 

in respect of (his kind of genetic 
learning the immune system enjoys a 
special status among biological systems, 

said Professor David Bultimure of Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts. 

Nowhere else are genes capable of re- 
arranging themselves as required in 
later life. 

A better understanding of the ways in 
which the immune system learns its les- 
sons opens up opportunities of devising 
practical, medical uses, many of which 
were dealt with at the Berlin congress. 

They related to infectious diseases, 
cancer, auto-aggressive ailments, aller- 


public are on the A waiting Hist. 
On average {hey wait lhrece years 

a suitable kidney is availsble. In the Me” 
dium term nt least 2,400 transplants 2 
year ıre planned. 

Professor Rudolf Pichlmay! of ا‎ 
nover medical school snid kidney {a1 
plants were an established technique, 
while heart transplants had a “high SU 
cess rate.” 

About 250 heart transplants ã 1 
are carrled out in the Federal Repu 
plus 140 Hiver transplants last Je" 
with a “growing degree of sUCCeSS- 

Transplantation of bolh heart 1 
lung and of the pancreas is stil! 2 
development stage. 8 0 

An estimated 400 bone mr 
transplant operations a year & 
out 1 the Federal Republic. ل‎ 
plants of parts of the eye and the €#f 
also undertaken. . 

Donor organs are still in short suppl: 
the experts agreed, Professor Pichll 
felt demand would exceed PPI 
if as many people as possible 
pared to dinle organs and, medical ®” 
operation in this sector was first-T41€ 

The .problems are complex. + 
concern not only individuals who: ™' 
like to donate organs after their. 5 
but also their next of kin .should 1 : 

. Continued on page 13. 


Information key 
to transplant 
success 


ner of details are of immense import- 
ance for organ allocation. 
ı~. At .present 262 kidney . transplant 
centres and 85 heart transplant centres 
in 38 countries are associated with the 
survey. 1 

The data of nearly 70,000 kidney 
transplants and over 5,000 heart trans- 
plant operations have been filed so far, 

According. to statistics kept by the 
board of trustees for dialysis and kidney 
transplants 12,495 . kidney transplant 
operations were carried out in the 
Federal Republic of Germany between 
1970 and 1988, including 1,778 last 
year. ف‎ 
The board, set up in 1969, has estab- 
lished over 100 dialysis centres and 
provides staff, organisational and finan-= 
cial back-up for 27 transplant centres. 

About 5,000 German kidney patients 
now live with a successful:kidney trans- 
plant, A further 6,000 of the 20,000- 
plus dialysis patients in the Federal Re- 


Fe and figures ate of crucial im- 
portance for the success of organ 
iransplants, which is why an European 
information network has been mooted. 

A wide range of factors influences 
whether transplanted organs are ac- 
cepted by the host, Information is badly 
needed on these factors and on the avai- 
lability of organs suitable for transplan- 
tation. 

Professor Gerhard Opelz of Heidel- 
berg University: made..this, point .at a 
Heidelberg seminar on dialysis and kid- 
ney transplants. 

Trials indicated, he said, that kidney 
transplant success rates could be im- 
proved by over 10 per cent by optimis- 
ing allocation. 

“There is, in particular, an urgent 
need to extend organ exchange facilities 
for certain risk groups throughout Eu- 
rope, contrary to the present practice, 

“That is the only way in which com- 
patibility can be ensured for as many 
Patients as possible,” 

At the transplantation immunology 
unit of Heidelberg University depart- 
ment of immunology, Professor Opelz 
hgas been associated since 1982 with an 
international data-survey. . 

The airı of the survey is to compile 
and collate as many facts.and figures as 
possible, bearing in mind that all man- 


J how does the body's immurte sys- 

tem, its defences against germs and 
foreign bodies, distinguish between its 
own, healthy cells and the properties of 
malign and alien cells? 

How does the immune system ident- 
ify substances it has not previously 
come across as intruders? 

And how do the body's defences suc- 
ceed in attacking and destroying unde- 
sirable substances while, as a general 
rule, sparing its own? 

These are’ questions considered by 
immunology, the study of immune ‘sys- 
tems, a discipline dating back a century 
to when Berlin chemist Paul Ehrlich 
discovered substances in the blood he 
called antibodies. : 

We owe to immunology an abun- 
dance of vaccines, effective treatments 
for complaints of all kinds and the high 
survival rale of Lransplanled organs. 

Yet immunology has only recently, 
with the aid of molecular biology and 
genetic engineering, succeeded in 
answering soıne of the fundamentaf 
questions posed by the immune system 
and how it works. 

Research findings are now following 
each other in swift succession. There 
has been an explosion of scientific 
knowledge. It was partly reflected at the 
Seventh International Immunology 
Congress, held at the International Con- 
gress Centre in Berlin, 

The congress, attended by over 7,000 
specialists from 65 countries, included 
over 3,500 lectures and workshops. 

Arguably the most striking feature of 
the immune system is that, like the 
brain, it is capable of learning until a 
late age, say about 50. 

Il does so in two ways, Professors 
Peter Krammer of the Heidelberg 
cancer research centre and Harald von 
Boehmer of the Basle immunology in- 
stitute told the congress. 

One way is via the thymus, a ductless 
gland near the root of the neck. In it, 
defender cells from the bone marrow, 
lymphacytes or white blood corpuscles, 
are taught to distinguish between their 
own and alien cell properties, so-called 
antigens. 

The thymus itself owes this informa- 
tion from feedback by defender cells to 
their “training centre.” 

AlJI cells and substances that occur in 
the child's body are regarded as its own; 
others that find their way into the body 
later or are otherwise produced are 
classified as alien and in need of being 
eliminated. A 

The thymus makes provision, in ac- 
cordance with this feedback, to ensure 
that only defender cells designed to at- 
tack foreign bodies or substances’ are 
sent out into the blood. 

Lymphocytes in the thymus that suc- 
ceed, as antibodies, in developing the 
characteristics of an antigen designed to 
attack the body's own cells are de- 
stroyed and not allowed to find their 
way into other parts of the body. 

Exceptions occur when the balance 
of the body's immune system is dis- 
turbed. Thymus checks evidently fail to 
function, with the result that defender 
cells attack organs and cells that are the 
body's own. 

This process, Professor Hugh MeDe- 
vitt of Stanford, California, told the 
congress, seems 1o be triggered in cases 
of juvenile diabeles. 
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When Sibylle gave up the taxis, 
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it wasn’t just for a stunt 


Sibylle Brandl refuses to play with 
fire. (Photo: private) 


take on a job like this." He is a trained 
car mechanic and now builds himself 
the apparatus and props needed for the 
jab. - 

1 Among them are a tower to jump 
from, a tight-rope and, invisible (to the 
camera), treble strength roll-bars fitted 
internally to a car. He says technology 
plays an important role. 

It was a job that consisied of 27 
career skills (he once counted them). 
You had to be a cabineı maker, a glazier 
and a welder. You needed to have a cer- 
tain capacily lo be a cameraman and a 
director. Yiu needed a certain business 
sense. 

A stunt person must be a cat burglar, 
be able to fall from the eighth storey of a 
building and must be able to drive a car 
to within a hair's breadth of having a 
head-on collision. You must be able to 
somersault over cars and perform dare- 
devil riding manoeuvres on horses. 

Frau Brandl says: “There are certain 
things that a woman’s body is not so 
suitable for, bul when you know your 
own body, you can develop an appro- 
priate technique." 

When she springs out of a window, 
she goes feet first because in this way 
she can land better and reduce the 
strain on the spine. 

But she thinks not so much as a 
woman than as a stunt woman and 
either accepts or rejects job offers re- 
gardless of whether it is suilable for a 
woman or not. ١ 

It used to be that actresses were port- 
rayed by stunt men for dangerous acts. 
Frau Brandi has studied how women 
would act. ا‎ 

Şingê :her.. first contract, ‘when '.she 
:somersaülted iritO a sports car, some di- 
` rectors have rewrilterr scripts ahd sUb- 
.stituted. women for meni. becaûse they 
know that Frğu Brandl ‘can ` plaj the 
parts. E E E a 
` ` Today, two’ thirds of all the contracts 
for Stunt Crew, Munich spëcifically want 
Frau Brandl, her' husband concedes 
without a traçe of envy. : 
` She .says::.1. only: reject offers’ if’ 
théy'te really tbö bad.” She wWill-not play 
.with fire; gh ‘bas too miuck'respeect for 


1 


other hand, .she" managed to 
; dtive.a motor bike through ‘a. herd’ of 
, shee. without causing: injury because, 
i she says, she can get {o gtips with how. 
animals féel a8 ye: Rolf Linkenhell 

annovêrsche Aligohelné, 6 Agus 198$} 
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he began in a small way. With things 

like brawls. Brawls? That’s no prob- 
lem for a woman like Sibyile Brandl. 

She is a small minority of one in her 
career, for which there isn't even an 
appropriate name in the German lan- 
guage. She is a “stunt frau", She doesn't 
know of any other in Germany. She 
and her husband, Werner, are a team 
of two. 

Everyone knows stuntmen, but at 
least in Germany, the idea of a woman 
doing outlandish things ‘in front of a 
film camera was unknown until re- 
cently. 

Sibylle Brandl used to have a taxi 
business in Munich (two vehicles) be- 
fore she decided to go into the stunt 
business. She and Werner moved onı to a 
farm seven years ago and practised 
doing stunts in the garden, in the fields 
and in the barns. 

When they thought they were ready, 
they sent video cassettes to various 
firms in the film and television indus- 
tries — there were 250 of them in the 
Munich telephone book alone. Several 
showed interest, 

So they became a stunt team. She ex- 
plains about her progress: “AL first lhe 
tendency is to do things that make great 
demands on hody control. But later, the 
hed becomes morc important." 

It's nol unly & maiter uf nıaking an 
elegant fall or jack-knifing through a 
window. Directors want much more 
something more choreographically con- 
vincing which are appropriate for the 
seripk. 

The Brandl couple think about how 
certain peuple would acl in given situ- 
ations. For example, a father involved in 
a punch-up is likely to acl differently 
from a rocker, 

During the learning process, she was 
advised by a Brilish stunt coordinator 
whose job it was to stay by a director 
and discuss ideas about how stunts 
should be carried out. It took three 
years before they became known collec- 
tively as the "Stunt Crew Munich." 

Werner says now: “At first, we 
thought it was nonsense for a woman to 
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nowadays. The lady riders, however, do 
“small things" like tightening the chains 
or changing the oil. : 

Club members offer special driving 
and repair courses for beginners. 

Women motorcyclists appear to at- 
tach more importance lo careful driving 
than their male roadrunners. 

After 10 years of driving practice 
Tina's advice is something which is al- 
most taken for granted in the group: 

“Before I overlake I don't stare into 
the countryside, but keep my eyes on 
the front wheels of the cars ahead." 

Tina says that she notices straight 
away if a car intends pulling out. 

Commenting on her driving style she 
adds that clever drivers give way at the 
right moment. 

In the opinion of the women motor- 
cyclists some men apparently feel ob- 
liged to show “what they can." 

This explains why the women really 
enjoy their women-only rides, which are 
often organised on a larger scale abroad. 

They claim that everything is much 
more peaceful than in mixed groups, the 
distance to the driver in front is correct, 
and there is less wild overtaking.” 

They all like group trips because long 
drives on the motorway are boring. 

Ursula, at the age of 55 the oldest 
woman in the Berlin group, gave an 
example of how this lack of communica- 
tion can influence the choice of vehicle. 

She obtained her motorcycle licence 
in 1953. Her husband, who had no 
licence, sat on the pillion seat. 

“After a while we decided to buy an 
Isetta (a tiny car) just becausc we wanted 
to talk during the journey,” she explains. 

Pretty soon she will be racing down to 
Italy — on two wheels, of course, 

The group has differing views on the 
speed limit imposed on lhe Avus in Ber- 
lin (belore lhe war, lhe Avus wus a car 
race Lrack. lI has now been incorporated 
into Berlin's autobahn system, The Berlin 
administration recently imposed a speed 
limit — there is usually no speed limit on 
autobahns — for environmental reasons.) 

None feel that the limit is absolutely ri- 
diculous. Tina feels thal anyone who tears 
along the Avus must he crazy anyway. 

The women do not feel as if they are 
“something special", even though Tina 
only saw male motorcyclists during a re- 
cent trip up the [talian mountain roads. 

After slıe parked her bike outside of a 
restaurant one old man came up to Dag- 
mar and asked “Is that a woman under- 
neath the helmet?". 

The women react self-confidently 
when things like this happen; they just 
laugh it off. Hella Kaiser 

(Der Tagessplegel, Berlin, 6 August 1989) 
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!' Motorbike girls 


. like riding in 
their own lane 


"Tina's favourite hobby can be seen . 

dangling on her silver necklace: a 

motorbike. 

“It got hold of me when I was 18,” 
says the 28-year-old. The other women 
in the group start to smile. The motor- 
biking habit “got hold” of most of them 
sooner or later. 

“Women on wheels” is the name writ- 
ten in glittering letters on the little flag 
on the table. 

Once a week the women bikers meet 
jn a local restaurant to talk about their 
hobby. 

There are 20 members in the Berlin 
regional group of the German section 
(set up in 1985) of the International As- 
sociation of Women Motoryclists. 

The group hopes to attract more 
members. There. are only rough esti- 
mates of the total number of female mo- 
torcyclists. 

According to the Berlin vehicle regis- 
tration office 31,375 motorbikes were 
registered in the city at the end of June, 
although there is no breakdown accord- 
ing to men or women. 

The Federal Motoring Office in 
Flensburg, however, does have a sex- 
specific statistical rundown, albeit not 
quite as up-to-date. 

Roughly ten per cent of the motor- 
bikes registered nationwide in the 
middle of 1987 were registered under a 
woman's nate. ln Berlin lhe average is 
probably higher. 

A perusal of the monthly magazine of 
the "Women on Wheels” club gives an 
idea of what the members discuss when 
they start talking shop. 

Safety training, repair courses or how 
to cope with the hobby, being a mother 
and taking care of children are just 
some of the topics. 

Articles like the one headlined “My 
Guzzi and me — the start of a beautiful 
kriendship” are just as common as indig- 
nant articles about the outrageous ad- 
Yertisements of some motorbike manu- 
facturers. 

Strongly worded letters are published 
to manufacturers who stil! feel that hor- 
sepower qualities should be combined 
with the presentation of plenty of naked 
female flesh, 

When buying their bikes women are 
faced by problems men rarely have. 

“Many bikes are too high,” 49-year- 
old Verena complains and explains how 


she set about adjusting the motorbike to 
her height. r. 


She had soles put oti :ker aioe whieh: a 


“Women-ol Wheels”'arê io too. : 
keen on do-it-yourself ‘repairs, .sihce . 
¢leetronics- play sich an important part 


#ere 1 centimetre thicker thari horrnal and! 

then reduced the padding on her saddle. 
As many of the bikes are so heavy they 

should all be lald on the ground first be- 


being bought so. as to see whether ; Û 
Womèn can — in an emergency — lift 1 
“Most.dealers, of course, don't 


m up. 
like the idea," says Verena. 


Women also have to take time to:try 


On headgear and clothing because mÃiy 
mets and jackets are much too big: 


Repair workshops: also é¢ome infor . 


ir fair share of crjticlsm, . ’. 
Women ate often tréatéd as İf they d 
Mot have the faintest’ idea .about what 


Takeg-a motorbike tick: ' 


E E a int i 
Time to change its strategy of mergê j 
in friendly fashion with Warner inl ; 
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Some of Pal Berkovlcs' cilents are also his frlends, و‎ 


(Photo: Heiner Wee) f 


ling for the presentation of ã new BMY 
convertible to ihe dealer's association of 
the Bavarian motor manufacturer. 

. The international star, whostiniguts 
and affairs are screened to a fasinued 
TV audience in over 80 countries, filed 
this white-and-blue luxury product ikea 
glove. 

It took Berkovics many days of lobby 
ing in Paris and a great deal of persond 
doggedness to persuade Joan Collins l | 
Put in an appearance in Germany, somt 
thing she had previously always refused. ' 

After Thomas Gottschalk interviewed 
her during a talk show about her role 
Dynasty and she then exclaimed: "1 lov 
Bee Em Dubbleyou" the 2,000 BM 
dealers reeled over with glee. 1 

. She now also advertises the Bavarin 
luxury limousine in the USA — adverit 
ing which is really priceless. 

Pal Berkovics is a lively person with 
the cunningness many Hungarians are r 
puted to have and a warm-hearted mar" 
ner. 

Today he claims to have over 500 ف‎ 
tists and prominent persons in his fle. 
which means he can find a suitable part 
ner for every campaign. . 

The naturalised inhabitant of Cologne 
is a prominent personality himşelf. 

He knows almost everybody and 
works together with agencies and firmsof 
all sizes, ا‎ 

International stars of the çiem# ا‎ 
TV screens or in the thestte and spots 
worlds are not only among tis client 
but also — and this is the biggest 
ment — some of his best friends. 

Lutz Kche 
inlscher Morkur/Chrisi und Welt, 
(Rbeinlsch i ha 989) 


buying up shares and swallowiff : 


Deutsches Allgemeipes Sapintagsbll 
2 0 Hamburg, 4 Augusl 19) 


losses of 14 billion dollars... 
“This is why méèdia experts think ' 


` ' new giant will be concêrnied with 


for'some tine to come. They also 


- ` it doesn’t” have the ‘cash-for ‘acq#™ 


tions'and might have to sell some of 

companies to pay off the.debt. 2 
That's why many now think 

` Bertelamann's ° position is tron 

.. than eyer. It could even find ا‎ 

`` quiring. those parts . of Time it 
that might be sold. This would: & 
improve the Americans" ability tO 1 
into Europe when the Internal Ma 
comes into existence at ‘the ent 


E : Dieter. Fuchs 
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RATNER 


gation. Advertising and sales promotion 
using well-known personalities, there- 
fore, have their drawbacks. 

They require an instinctive feel for the 
market, psychological sensitivity and 
many years of experience in dealing with 
artists and products, 1 

Budapest-born Pal Berkovics, who 
came to Germany as a poor refugee in 

1957 after the Hungarian rebellion and 
who discovered his true “vocation” after 
a few years in show business, is one of the 
experts in the field of VIP marketing, 

The Cologne agency he set up in 1960 
specialised right from the start in this line 
of business and has been realising the 
concept of “promotion with prominent 
personalities” ever since. 

‘His recipe for success is based on two 
basic ingredients: either he lets himself be 
inspired by media reports on the stars 
and then offers suitable firms a certain 
“package of ideas" (conceptional plan- 
ning plus artists) or he accepts a com- 
mission and then looks for the appropri- 
ate prominent personalities, 

What sounds so easy in theory re- 
quires full commitment round the clock 
and a special nose for opportunities of 
creating an appealing image for a certain 
brand or service as well as for the enter- 


. taining transfer of information. 


During countless meetings at trade ex- 
hibitions, field sérvice congresses, dea- 


lers" conferences, on-the-spot promotion 


campaigns in towns and cities, publishing 
houses, department stores, marketing 
chains ahd individual firms Berkovics has 
long since proven that he he one of the 
best experts in this difficult field. 

The small Hungarian's greatest coup 
So far was the engagement of Joan Col- 


| .3. Electronic média. Privaté telévi-. 


and radio and films (Ufa, a German 
maker and distributor),  '''': 

4. Publishing. ‘Mainly in Germany 
and the USA. : 0 

5. Book clubs. Everywhere: 

6. Gruner + Jahr... 

Mohn, Wössner and Co have been 
active in America where they bought 
RCA and the Bantam Doubleday Dell 
publishing group in qüick succession. 

They used cash and not, as is com- 
mon in America, credit. Despite the 
expansion, Bertelsmann has now 
slipped back to become number two in 
‘the world after Time Warner. 

If the new arrangement will make 
Time Warner any more competitive 
‘remains the question. The Time Wat- 
ner marriage can thank the campeti-. 


tion from Paramount, which forced ١ E 
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Getting an old pal to sell 


boost for a given product. He explains 

that the most important aspect is credi- 

bility when a prominent personality is 
combined with a brand article or a ser- 
vice. 

. The product and the person presenting 

that product must suit one another, 

The elderly actor Willy Millowitsch 
from Cologne, for example, would not be 
the right man to sell [luxury cars, French 
delicatessen or household cleansing 
agents. . 1 

, Ex-Chancellor Helmut Schmidt, on 

the other hand, is a “trustworthy and 

competent person of respect”, ‘who 
would probably stand a good chance of 
selling any product, especially to women. 

Unfortunately, Schmidt has not so far 
been willing to advertise products, Ber- 
kovics regrets with a grin. 

There are plenty of examples of ex- 
treme “"miscasting.” The legendary actor 
Curt Jürgens of all people was involved 
in one of the biggest flops in advertising 
after he advertised Maxwell instant cof- 
fee. 

No-one in Germany was able seriously 
to believe that Jürgens, the popular tough 
Buy and passionate whisky drinker, 
would be willing to exchange his glass for 
a cup of coffee, 

Worse still for the advertisers, Jürgens 
had to live with a pacemaker at that time 
and had to be particularly careful when 
drinking coffee, 

.Jirgens himself was able to çarn 
DM2m for his advertising stint, but the 
damage to the product's image was 
tremendous. 

The promotion of the well-known TV 
star and lover of fast sports cars, Petra 
Schürmann, on behalf of bus and rail 
transport was also a poor choice. No-one 
believed that a woman like Frau Schür- 
mann goes shopping on the bus. 

Howls of laughter resounded 
throughout the advertising branch when 
Harald Juhnke, an entertainer known to 
be very fond of his drink, started adver- 
tising kefir and dairy products. 

Berkovics also finds it difficult to 
understand why so many firms ate keen 
on obtaining soccer players to advertise 
their products, especially since their 
popularity is so varying and dependent 
on performance, 

Would a football fan, for example, buy 
a product advertised week in and week 
out on the jersey of a player whose team 
keeps on losing or is threatened by rele- 


. i „Sqmtlnued fram page 90: 3. Electronic evi 
same mistake. He is regarded gs Sion (RTL Plus, a German channel) 


a strategist with a taut style of work- 
ing. Under his direction, the.group has 
doubled its Americanisation efforts. 

He followed an American example 
by. dividing the group into six divi- 
sions, He bas not been able to follow 
American practice on structuring the 
board, however, There, the board is a 
mixture of management and supervi- 
sian, unlike in Germany, where they 
are separate, 

But it is sald that the supervisory 
board at Bertelsmann has more work 
to do than other supervisory boards. 

Wössner's divisions are: : 

1. Printing and production in Ger- 
many, Italy, Spain, Portugal, Austria, 
USA, Brazil and Colombia. . : 1 

2. Music and video, mainly in Ger- 
many and the USA. ا‎ 


Hay Ford is reputed once to have 
said: “Half of my advertising expen- 
ses have been thrown out the window — [ 
just don't know which half." 
The age-old fear of all advertisers that 
much of the money they spend on adver- 
tising might be a useless irivestment is 


deeply-rooted, 

This explairis why the marketing and 
advertising branches today have a soph- 
istleated set of marketing and opinion re- 
search instruments to keep losses to a 
minimum. : 

Apart from the optimum translation of 
the adverlising message into pictures, 
words and sounds a series of psychologi- 
cal and by and large irrational factors 
play an important part in the successful 
sale ofa product or service, 

The starting-point is the basic function 
of all advertising: it must establish public 
confidence, based on appeal, com- 
petence and credibility, 

Advertising generally uses key stimuli, 
Just like individuals usually try to make a 

good and likable impression on others 
advertising tries to present products, ser- 
vices and individuals in an appealing en- 
vironment. 

The function of prominent persons as 
positive examples and leading figures can 
be successfully used for this kind of pres- 
entation. 

Instead of ideal-type or anonymous 
madels, for example, Germany's top 
sports ace, Boris Becker, explains why he 
keeps an account at a certain big bank or 
popular actor Günter Strack recom- 
mends a particular brand of spirits. 

The ‘Dutch compere Rudi Carel! 
speaks in his inimitable German-with- 
Dutch-accent about the benefits of a cer- 
tain food chain and Thomas Gottschalk, 
another popular TV compere, praises the 
mincemeat roll sold by a major American 
fast food chain. 

On posters and in magazine advertise- 
ments smiling and laughing VIPs can be 
seen with their respective products; in 
advertising TV .and radio spots they rec- 
ommend the products of their clients, - 

These stars not only owe their adver- 
tising potential to their special physical 
or intellectual assets, but to the fact that 
they appear regularly on the screen, 

. În today's .television. age, an agê in 
:gntertainryyent 
and life-styles are mainl conveyed via 
TV, the stars of the scree are the real 
leading figures in society, 2 

Anyone wha regularly smiles into the 
living rooms of millions of Germans is so 
well-known that they can popularise pro- 
ducts solely on the basis of the aura of 
their personalities, ٠ 

This at any rate is the stralegy pursued 
by many advertisers, : 

However, the simple equation — use of 
prominenl persons equals sales success 
— does not always work out. : 

‘The appearance of a star on behalf of a 
certain product .is a risky business and 
can be çounterproduçtive, 

. The professional advertiser and sales 
promotion specialist, Pal BerKovics, from 
Cologne warns gAinst lhe widespread 
nıistaken belief that a popular name 
alone is enough to Buarantee a sales 


' which moods,..0pipions, 
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